This  is  the  last  issue  of  The 
Strobe  this  year.  Good  luck 
to  all  graduating  students. 
Have  a  great  summer!!! 
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Weld  breaks  ground  for  athletic  complex 


by  Anna  Allen 
Editor-in-chief 


Fitchburg  State  College  came 
together  last  Wednesday  to 
celebrate  the  ground-breaking 
for  a  new  student  recreation 
center . 

A  series  of  opening  remarks 
touched  upon  the  significance  of 
this  project.  Governor  Weld  was 
among  the  distinguished  guest 
speakers.  "This  is  the  first  time 
in  20  years  that  the  government 
has  showed  an  active  interest  in 
this  college,"  said  President 
Riccards  as  he  acknowledged 
the  mayors  role  in  the 
redevelopment  of  North  Street. 
The  facility,  which  is  a  key 
component  of  the  urban  renewal 
effort  being  undertaken  by  the 
college  and  the  city  of  Fitchburg, 
will  include  a  multi-use 
gymnasium,  swimming  pool, 
fitness  center,  classrooms,  and 
offices. 

"This  facility  will  mean  a 
great  deal  to  the  students  of  this 
institution  and  to  the  citizens  of 
this  region,"  said  President 
Michael  P.  Riccards.  "For  the 
students  it  will  mean  the  addition 
of  a  facility  that  has  been  sorely 
lacking,  one  in  which  they  can 


achieve  enjoyment,  fitness  and 
personal  development.  For  the 
region  it  will  stand  as  the 
centerpiece  of  a  town-gown 
project  that  will  rehabilitate  this 
area  and  rejuvenate  Main 
Street." 

The  $  12  million  project  will 
be  funded  through  legislation 
passed  last  year  which  contained 
an  appropriation  for  $6  million. 
The  other  $6  million  will  be 
supported  through  student  fees 
and  private  fundraising. 

Governor  Weld  announced 
that  a  $600,000  grant  had 
recendy  been  approved  for  the 
improvements  on  North  Street. 

The  college  and  the  city  had 
previously  secured  nearly  $2 
million  in  state  grants  to  remove 
a  rundown  factory  building, 
establish  home  ownership  and 
housing  renewal  efforts,  and 
fund  street  and  infrastructure 
repairs.  An  additional  $2  million 
in  federal  funds  and  $750,000  in 
state  funds  were  appropriated  for 
an  inter-modal  transportation 
center,  currently  under 
construction. 

The  city  has  begun  to  build 
playgrounds  in  the  area,  and  a 
proposed  fire  department 
headquarters  is  in  the  planning 
stages.    The  college  is  buying 
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Zach  Darrow,  President  Riccards,  Governor  Weld,  and  Mayor  Bean. 


land  for  parking  and  the  eventual 
widening  of  the  street, 
encouraging  home  ownership 
with  tuition  incentives,  and 
promising  to  increase  lighting  in 
the  area. 

"This  North  Street  project 
stands  as  a  model  of  what  can 
be  accomplished  through  a 
cooperative  effort,"  said 
Governor  William  F.  Weld. 


"The  college  and  the  city  shared 
a  vision  of  what  this  area  could 
be,  and  they  worked  hard  to 
make  it  a  reality.  On  the  state 
level,  we  were  able  to  provide 
them  with  they  funding  they 
needed  to  move  ahead." 

Weld  also  hailed  the  project 
for  its  benefit  to  students. 
"Public  higher  education  has 
always     been     of     critical 
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importance  to  the  state,  and  this 
is  one  of  many  initiatives  aimed 
at  rebuilding  and  reinvigorating 
the  system.  The  citizens  of 
Massachusetts  deserve  the  finest 
public  colleges  in  the  country, 
and  adequate  facilities  for 
exercise  and  recreation  are  part 
of  that  equation." 


A  Strobe  Investigation 

DAKA  inspections  show  food  illness  unlikely 


By  Derek  Valcourt 
Investigative  reporter 

If  you 
ate  at 
DAKA  a 
few  weeks 
ago  and 
woke  up 
the  next 
day 
feeling 

sick  to  your  stomach,  chances 
are  you're  not  alone.  Dozens  of 
students  reported  to  Health 
Services  with  symptoms  of 
nausea  and  stomach  irritation, 
but  Health  Services  director 
Jackie  Redlin  said  the  school 
was  facing  a  serious  bout  with 
the  stomach  flu. 

"Everyone  thinks  it's  the 
food  at  DAKA,  but  it's  not,"  said 
Redlin,  who  admits  she's  treated 
an  unusually  large  amount  of 
people  for  the  stomach  flu  in  the 
last  few  weeks. 

Each  year  DAKA  is  plagued 
by  rumors  of  food  illness  and 
unsanitary  conditions  so  we 


asked  Fitchburg's  Board  of 
Health  to  conduct  a  surprise 
inspection  of  Holmes  Dining 
Commons  and  the  Commuter's 
Cafeteria.  The  inspection  of 
Holmes  was  done  on  an  average 
weekday,  Wednesday,  April  17, 
when  hundreds  of  students  were 
eating  at  DAKA. 

This  inspection  found  no 
"critical"  or  serious  violations  of 
the  state  health  code  and  only  six 
minor  violations,  most  of  which 
dealt  with  building  maintenance 
and  facility  problems  such  as  a 
leak  in  the  cellar  ceiling  and 
some  dishroom  floor  tiles  that 
needed  to  be  replaced. 

The  Commuter's  Cafe  scored 
one  critical  violation  for  having 
a  refrigerator  temperature  that 
did  not  meet  state  health 
specifications.  DAKA  says  that 
faulty  refrigerator  is  next  to  the 
pizza  oven,  and  they  are  working 
on  a  solution  to  the  problem. 
The  Commuter's  Cafeteria  had 
no  other  violations. 

The  state  code  mandates  that 
continued  on  page  13 


Just  what  kind  of  food  is  DAKA  serving  up?  City  Health  inspections 
show  the  food  service  company  has  a  decent  record. 
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Sorority  teeters  for  children 


by  Anna  Allen 
Editor-in-chief 


Sigma,  Sigma,  Sigma,  teeter- 
tottered  their  way  through  40 
hours  in  efforts  to  raise  money 
for  their  Philanthropy,  the 
Robbie  Page  Memorial,  where 
all  proceeds  go  to  play  therapy 
for  hospitalized  children. 

Through  a  series  of  1  hour 
shifts  the  sisters  united  in  pursuit 
of  this  goal.  Vice  President  Liz 
Lascano,  and  President  Jen 
Cestrano  commented  that,  "the 
spirit,  enthusiasm,  togetherness, 
and  support  from  their  sisters," 
would  get  them  through  this. 

This  is  the  first  year  that  this 
sorority  chapter  is  on  campus. 
April  20, 1898  is  their  founder's 
day.  Other  sisters  from  a  range 
of  college's  are  also  engaging  in 
the  same  event  in  efforts  to  raise 
money  for  their  philanthropy. 

In  response  to  the  recent 
banner  theft  Liz  and  Jen  stated 
that  it  is  "Wrong,  there  is  no 
reason  for  it.  Everyone  wants 
to  know,  why?  We're  upset 
because  we  don't  know  where  it 
is  and  what  slander  it  is  subject 
to." 

Early 
Childhood 

club 
schedules 
car  wash 

by  Merrill  Kerins 
Correspondent         -  .- 

A  car  wash  and  vacum  day  is 
scheduled  for  May  2  at  McKay 
to  benefit  the  Early  Childhood 
Club  and  their  cause,  to  help 
young  children. 

During  the  past  months  the 
Early  Childhood  club  has 
dedicated  time  and  effort  to  help 
young  children.  Proceeds  from 
a  bake  sale  were  donated  to 
causes  such  as  Reading  is 
Fundamental,  the  Curriculum 
Resource  Center,  and  the 
Oklahoma  bombing  tragedy. 
Recently  a  sympathy  letter  was 
sent  to  Scotland  to  show  concern 
and  sympathy  towards  the  tragic 
situation  that  recently  occurred 
there. 

The  newly  elected  executive 
board  members  are  Jen 
Morganti,  president;  Judy 
Pugliese,  vice-president;  Merrill 
Kerins,  Secretary;  Maryann 
Ballotta,  Treasurer;  Stephanie 
Rivard,  public  relations,  and 
Kathleen  Gedritis,  public 
relations. 

The  Early  Childhood  Club 
has  offered  many  different 
workshops  to  help  future 
educators.  Faculty  Advisor  Dr. 
Strader  has  presented  workshops 
on  big  books  and 
has  given  presentations  on 
multiculturalism  in  the 
classroom,  a  subject  increasing 
in  today's  classrooms. 


Sigma  Sigma  Sigma 
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Convocation  Awards 

Students  were  recently  honored  with  academic  awards  for  "excellence  in  scholarship"  at  the  college's 

Thea  annual  Spring  Honor's  Convocation. 

Due  to  space  constraint  we  regret  that  we  are  only  able  to 

run  the  list  of  Student  Government  Association  awards. 

Outstanding  Male  Senior 

Robert  Hogan  of  Brockton 

Outstanding  Female  Senior 

Wendy  Gagliani 

Student  of  the  Year 

Katherine  Brace  of  Stow 

SGA  Excellence  in  Leadership 

Zachary  Narrow  of  Nashua,  NH 

Jamie  Harding  of  Barre 

Outstanding  Male  Athlete 

Max  Durena  of  Allston 

Outstanding  Female  Athlete 

Wendy  Gagliani  of  Medway 

Faculty  Member  of  the  Year 

Jane  Fiske  of  the  Humanities  Department 

Administrator  of  the  Year 

Ellen  Servetnick 

Organization  of  the  Year 

Psychology  Club 

Martial  Art  students  receives  award 


by  Jeff  Green  and  Maxine 

Polynice 

Correspondents 

When  Max  Durena  came  to 
study  at  FSC,  his  intention  was 
to  initiate  a  Tae  Kwon  Do  club 
at  the  school.  A  2nd  degree 
black  belt  with  more  than  ten 
years  of  experience,  his  dream 
came  true  when  the  club  started 
last  semester  with  ten  student 
members. 


At  the  beginning  of  this 
semester  Max  Durena  took  four 
of  his  best  students  to  the  Mass 
State  Tae  Kwon  Do 
championship  on  March  2, 
1996.  Anisa  Garcia  received  a 
gold  medal  in  the  green  "belt 
division  while  she  was  still  a 
yellow  belt.  Other  participants: 
Jeff  Green,  Maxime  Oriole,  and 
Shikegi  obtained  second  place 
in  their  division. 

Max  Durena  received  an 


award  as  athlete  of  the  year  in 
FSC.  He  brought  his  students 
to  New  Hampshire  State  Tae 
Kwon  Do  championship  last 
Saturday.  Hideki  and  Atsushi 
both  received  first  place  in  the 
Yellow  Belt  Division.  While 
Maxime  Oriole  received  second 
place  sparing  in  the  Yellow  Belt. 
Max  is  looking  forward  to  next 
semester  and  hopes  new  students 
will  enroll. 


Accepting  teacher  nominations 


by  Sonja  Randall 
Co-editor-in-chief 


The  Fitchburg  State 
College  Alumni  Association  is 
seeking  nominations  for  the 
annual  Joel  D.  Miller  Award. 
This  award  is  presented  each 
year  to  an  alumnus  in  the 
teaching  profession. 

The  $1,000  award  is 
funded  by  Florence  M.  Miller  in 
memory  of  her  father,  a  former 
state  senator  from  Leominster 
who  is  considered  one  of  the 


founders  of  Fitchburg  State. 

The  criteria 

established  by  Miss  Miller 
requires  a  nominee  to  be  a 
graduate  or  former  student  of 
Fitchburg  State,  to  have 
completed  studies  here  at  least 
10  years  prior  to  the  nomination 
year,  and  to  be  actively  engaged 
in  teaching. 

Self-nominations  are 
prohibited.  Originality  of  the 
teacher's  work  and 
recommendations  of  former 
students         are         prime 


considerations  by  the  Miller 
Award  committee.  The 
committee  will  select  a  teacher 
who  has  demonstrated 
"unselfish  devotion  to  teaching 
and  who  has  exerted  an 
influence  for  good  on  his  or  her 
pupils." 

Nominations  should  be 
forwarded  to  the  Awards 
Committee  in  care  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  Fitchburg  State 
College  by  May  6.  Any 
questions  can  be  answered  by 
Tim  Liptrap,  665-3400. 
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They   Swl€?ll€5&    it  out   for  your  orthodontist  bills. 

CCHlfijtlCCl  it  up  for  your  car  insurance. 

And  fOTked  it  over  for  that  flsll  tank  accident. 

Yet  they  still    tTlSlSt  you  call  Collect. 

Touched  by  their  undying  love,  you  spare  them  further  expense. 

you  dial  1  800  CALL  ATT. 


1  800  CALL  ATT  always  costs  less  than  i-soo-collect.* 

And  always  gets  you  the  reliable  ATXT  Network. 


Know  the  Code.   1  800  CALL  ATT.    That's  Your  True  Choice? 


AT&T 
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For  interstate  calls.  Promotions  excluded. 
1-800-COLLECT  is  a  registered  trademark  of  MCI. 
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The  frustration  of  frustration 


by  Mike  Lavoie 

Health  and  Fitness  Editor 

What  an  emotion  frustration 
is.  You  know,  that  gnawing, 
scratching  annoyance  that 
results  from  dissatisfaction.  It's 
the  result  of  things  and 
situations,  many  times  trivial, 
that  just  bug  you  until  you  can't 
take  it  anymore. 

Frustration  builds  and  builds 
and  then  all  it  takes  is  that  one 


last  push  to  send  you  over.  Most 
of  the  time  that  which  finally 
"bursts  the  bubble"  is  not  really 
significant,  it  just  has  the 
distinction  of  coming  at  the 
wrong  time.  When  you  do 
finally  lose  your  cool,  people 
look  at  you  and  become 
offended.  Thus,  causing  further 
irritation. 

Oh,  what  a  bitch  frustration 
is.  The  irony  of  it  lies  in  the 
fact  that  nine  times  out  of  ten 
when  you  do  vent  yourself,  it 
makes  the  situation  worse.  What 
do  people  really  expect  you  to 
do?  Are  you  supposed  to  sit 
there  and  always  wear  a  nice 
bright,  white  smile?  What  does 
that  accomplish? 

Anyone  studying  psychology 
will  tell  you  that  expressing  your 
frustration  is  a  healthy  exercise 
(there's  my  justification  for 


The  dangers 
of  dipping 

by  Mike  Lavoie 
Health  &  Fitness  Editor 

First  question:  how  many  of  you  out  there  use  or  know 
someone  who  uses  dip?  Second  question:  how  many  of  you  out 
there  know  how  dangerous  dip  really  is? 

Call  it  what  you  will;  dip,  snuff,  chew,  pinch,  plug  or  dirt,  but 
it's  all  the  same.  Smokeless  tobacco  has  proven  to  be  harmful, 
and  even  though  the  law  requires  warning  labels  on  such  products, 
use  of  dip  is  still  widespread. 

Two  of  the  major  contributing  factors  to  dip's  popularity  are 
the  misguided  impression  that  it  is  a  safe  tobacco  product,  and 
the  belief  that  many  pro  athletes  endorse  its  use.  The  reality  of 
the  situation,  according  to  recent  reports,  is  that  seven  out  of  ten 
major  league  baseball  players  don't  use  smokeless  tobacco  at 
all.  Also,  59%  of  of  users  claimed  they  were  seriously  thinking 
about  quitting.  (It's  just  a  simple  coincidence  that  tobacco 
companies  don't  ever  mention  things  like  this  I'm  sure.) 

Popular  belief  has  painted  an  image  of  smokeless  tobacco  as 
being  safer  than  cigarettes,  but  the  facts  don't  lie:  one  can  of 
snuff  has  as  much  nicotine  as  60  cigarettes.  Similar  to  smokers, 
those  who  chew  will  most  likely  become  addicted  to  nicotine. 
When  their  supply  runs  out,  moodiness,  headaches  and  trouble 
sleeping  are  sure  to  follow. 

Unfortunately,  popular  belief  has  not  picked  up  on  the  fact 
that  smokeless  tobacco  is  harder  to  give  up  than  cigarettes.  More 
alarming  is  the  fact  that  long  term  snuff  users  have  a  50%  greater 
chance  of  developing  mouth  cancer. 

Despite  the  proof  against  it,  dip  continues  to  be  popular  with 
many,  and  a  large  number  of  users  are  teenagers.  It's  obviously 
too  much  to  ask  tobacco  companies  to  take  a  little  responsibility," 
but  maybe  people  will  slowly  come  to  acknowledge  their  lies 
and  deceptions  and  ultimately  leave  them  behind. 


Mike  Lavoie  is  a  Senior  English  Major 


putting  this  article  in  the  Health 
and  Fitness  section).  The 
problem  is  that  no  one  around 
you  ever  really  understands  how 
you  feel,  so  they  react  to  your 
temper  tantrum  and  make  you 
feel  even  worse.  The  cycle 
never  ends! 

So  what  are  we  to  do?  Maybe 
if  we  start  a  frustration 
anonymous  group  we  can  have 
an  outlet  for  everybody  to 
relieve  that  inner  stress  caused 
by  life's  little  ticks. 
Or  maybe  primal  scream  therapy 
is  what  we  all  need.  But  that 
probably  won't  work  though 
because  someone  is  bound  to 
complain  about  the  noise. 
Arrrgggghhhh!!!! 

Mike  Lavoie  is  a  frustrated 
Senior  English  major 
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Teen  pregnancy:  birth  is  only  the  beginning 


by  Melissa  Cordeiro 
Features  Editor 


"I... get  my  homework  done,  and 
make  his  bottle  and  bag  for  the 
next  day.  I  try  to  get  rest,  but 
sometimes  he  doesn't  sleep  all 
night,  every  night.  It's  a 
challenge  to  complete  all  my 
school  work  with  a  baby  to 
raise." 

Many  people  make  mistakes. 
These  mistakes  may  sometimes 
result  in  death,  and  sometimes 
in  life. 

Unplanned  pregnancy  among 
teenage  girls  is  becoming 
increasingly  common.  The  US 
has  the  highest  pregnancy  rate 
in  the  industrialized  world. 

Among  this  group  are  three 
teenage  girls—Jen,  Lisa  and 
Karen—who  went  through  with 
their  pregnancies  and  are  now 
living  as  teenage  mothers. 

"I  didn't  know  what  to  do 
when  I  first  found  out.    It  was 


horrible.  My  boyfriend  was 
stunned.  He  just  sat  there  not 
being  able  to  say  anything,"  said 
Jen. 

Jen  was  17  years  old  when 
she  found  out  she  was  pregnant. 
Being  a  senior  in  high  school, 
this  was  very  difficult  for  her  to 
handle. 

"I  remember,  after  we  found 
Qut,  we  were  just  riding  around 
saying,  'We're  just  going  to  have 
to  do  this'.  Then  something 
clicked  and  I  knew  I  had  to  take 
responsibility  for  my  life,"  she 
said. 

"My  boyfriend  was  very 
supportive  and  was  with  me 
when  I  got  tested.  When  it  came 
to  telling  my  mother,  she  really 
wasn't  surprised,  especially 
since  I  had  been  throwing  up  a 
lot  lately.  She  never  really  got 
mad." 

"It  took  me  a  month  to  tell 
my  dad.  He  also  knew  I  was  sick 
and  felt  that  I'd  been  avoiding 
him  so  he  asked  what  was 


wrong.  When  I  told  him,  he  was 
very,  very  upset.  It's  really  hard 
having  the  feeling  of  your 
parents  being  disappointed  in 
you,"  she  said. 

Lisa  was  a  junior  in  high 
school  when  she  found  out  she 
was  pregnant.  She  also  found 
it  easier  to  tell  her  mother  than 
her  father. 

"My  parents  didn't  even 
know  I  had  a  boyfriend  at  the 
time  I  found  out  I  was  pregnant. 
He  was  six  years  older  than  me 
and  they  wouldn't  have  allowed 
it.  I  found  out  and  I  didn't  know 
who  to  tell  because  my  best 
friend  was  his  sister  and  I 
couldn't  tell  her  because  she 
didn't  know  we  were  going  out. 
I  told  my  sister  first  and  she  was 
very  comforting. 

"I  waited  until  it  was  just 
me,  my  sister,  and  my  mom  at 
the  dinner  table.  I  said,  'Mom  I 
have  to  tell  you  something.' 
Then  she  said  jokingly,  'Oh, 
what  are  you  pregnant?'  When 


Star  of  The  Week:  Brian  Bicknell 


by  Melissa  Cordeiro 
Staff  Reporter 


We  all  try  to  achieve  goals. 
In  college,  our  goal  is  to  find 
what  we  love  to  do  in  life  and 
make  a  living  doing  so.  For 
Brian  Bicknell  this  was  achieved 
by  the  time  he  turned  twenty 
three. 

Bicknell  is  the  Intramural 
Director  and  the  Equipment 
Manager  for  all  of  the  varsity 
sports  at  FSC.  Throughout  his 
life  he's  had  an  interest  in  sports 
and  like  most  students  searched 
for  some  way  he  could 
incorporate  this  love  into  his 
career. 

"In  high  school  I  played 
baseba!'  and  basketball  and 
decided  to  ^o  to  Fairmont  State 
College,  in  West  Virginia.  Here 
I  played  Division  Two  basketball 
and  rugby.  It  was  always  a 
dream  to  play  on  a  Division  Two 
basketball  team,"  said  Bicknell. 
Majoring  in  Physical 
Education  and  minoring  in 
Health  as  a  freshman  he  later 
made  a  "career"  change. 

"I  wasn't  sure  if  I  wanted  to 
be  a  physical  education  teacher 
and  a  coach.  As  time  evolved 
and  I  did  some  student  teaching 


I  didn't  like  it  and  decided  to  get 
my  Bachelor's  Degree  in 
science,  anon-teaching  degree," 
he  said. 

Meanwhile  Bicknell  taught 
various  sports  at  the  YMCA 
such  as  volleyball,  basketball, 
softball,  baseball,  and  tennis. 

"/  enjoy  working  with 
students,  that's  the 
best  thing  about  this 
job." 

-Brian  Bicknell 

Also  being  a  first  year  graduate 
student  he  found  a  job  that  would 
prepare  him  for  what  was  to 
come  in  the  future,  the  position 
of  the  Intramural  coordinator. 

"I  liked  it  a  lot,"  said 
Bicknell.  "As  the  year  went  on 
I  found  an  opening  for  this  job 
at  FSC.  I  felt  it  was  a  great 
opportunity  for  me  to  take.  This 
is  the  first  real  job  I'  ve  ever  had. 
I  feel  very  fortunate  I  got  the 
position." 

It's  been  two  years  now  that 
Bicknell  has  held  this  position. 
His  responsibilities  include 
running  a  variety  of  sports  so  the 


non-varsity  athletes  have  a 
place  to  compete.  The  sports 
include  women's  and  men's 
basketball,  softball,  volleyball, 
beach  volleyball,  indoor  and 
outdoor  tennis,  street  hockey, 
indoor  and  outdoor  field 
hockey,  bowling,  indoor  and 
outdoor  soccer,  flag  football, 
and  whiffle  ball. 

"I  get  the  publicity  out, 
collect  rosters,  get  the  time 
keepers  ,  scorers,  and  officials, 
and  make  schedules  for  the 
teams  to  play  each  other.  For 
the  position  of  equipment 
manager  I  distribute,  collect, 
and  maintain  the  equipment  and 
uniforms  for  all  of  the  varsity 
teams,"  he  said.    . 

"I  enjoy  working  with  the 
students.  That's  the  best  part  of 
this  job,"  Bicknell  said.  "I 
enjoy  working  in  higher 
education  because  from  the 
faculty,  administrators,  and 
coaches  to  the  students, 
everyone  wants  to  improve 
themselves  and  are  highly 
motivated.  That's  the  kind  of 
environment  I  like  to  be  in." 

Melissa  Cordeiro  is  a  freshman 
Communications  major. 
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I  told  her,  her  immediate 
reaction  was  to  hug  me  and  to 
be  happy." 

"My  father  didn't  take  it  very 
well.  He  just  said  that  I'm  not 
an  adult  yet  and  that  he  wanted 
to  see  the  baby  (and  not  have  an 
abortion),  she  said. 

Karen  was  15  when  she 
found  out  that  she  was  pregnant 
for  six  months  and  didn't  know 
it. 

"I  was  going  out  with 
someone  for  a  long  time  and  got 
pregnant.  When  we  broke  up  I 
had  no  idea  that  I  was  pregnant 
and  I  started  seeing  someone 
else.  When  this  kid  found  out  I' 
was  pregnant  he  said  he  didn't 
want  to  be  with  me  with 
someone  else's  baby.  I  knew  I 
was  going  to  keep  her,  though. 
We  split  up,  and  I  haven't  seen 
him  since,"  said  Karen. 

According  to  the  Fall  River 
Planning  Center,  more  than  half 
the  babies  that  are  conceived  are 
aborted. 

Though  everyone  told  her  not 
to  abort  the  baby,  in  Lisa's  mind 
this  was  never  an  option. 

"There  was  no  doubt  what  to 
do.  I  knew  right  away  that  I  was 
going  to  keep  the  baby.  Even  if 
someone  was  raped  I  realize  it 
must  be  difficult,  but  the  baby  is 
still  a  part  of  you.  I  don't  think 
it's  right  at  all.  I  realize  after 
having  a  baby  how  wrong  it  is," 
said  Lisa. 

Karen  is  also  strongly  against 
abortions. 

"I'm  totally  against  it.  If  you 
can  go  out  and  have  sex  then 
why  can't  you  have  a  baby?  If 
you  make  a  mistake  then  you 


should  deal  with  it." 

After  the  pressure  of  breaking 
the  news  to  their  parents  the  girls 
had  to  deal  with  the  health 
problems  of  carrying  a  baby  and 
trying  to  keep  up  with  school 
work.  Statistics  show  that 
teenage  pregnancy  is  the  greatest 
single  single  reason  of  girls 
dropping  out  of  high  school. 

"In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
I  was  sick,"  said  Jen.  "I  would 
be  throwing  up  every  day,  all  day 
long.  This  was  in  the  beginning 
of  the  school  year.  The  school 
provided  me  with  a  tutor,  but  he 
quit  the  first  day  because  my 
school  had  never  given  him  any 
work  to  give  to  me.  I  ended  up 
going  to  school  in  January, 
starting  from  scratch,  and  trying 
to  do  all  the  work  from  term  one 
and  two." 

"Also  it  was  hard  to  get  to 
school  on  time  because  of 
feeling  sick  a  lot.  The  school 
would  always  think  I  was  trying 
to  use  it  as  an  excuse.  At  the  end 
of  the  year,  I  graduated,"  she 
said. 

Karen  on  the  other  hand 
didn't  have  these  problems. 

"I  had  my  baby  in  October  so 
I  was  only  in  school  for  a  month 
while  I  was  pregnant.  Climbing 
stairs  was  the  only  thing  that  was 
hard  for  me  to  do.  I  never  got 
sick  at  all." 

Becoming  a  teen  parent  has 
proven  to  cut  a  person's  lifetime 
earnings  in  half.  Lisa,  who  is 
still  in  high  school,  believes  this 
will  not  affect  her. 

"My  boyfriend  and  I  still  plan 

to  go  to  college.    We're  very 

Continued  on  next  page. 


IAJE  brings  jazz 
festival  to  FSC 


by  Jayna  McGuirk 
Staff  Reporter 


Saturday,  March  23,  1996,  hundreds  of  high  school 
students  were  on  campus.  No,  it  wasn't  an  early  orientation, 
or  a  tour  of  campus  for  prospective  students.  It  was  the  FSC 
Jazz  Festival.  The  day  was  filled  with  music  from  the 
students.  Dr.  Frank  Patterson  told  David  Turcotte  from  the 
Worcester  telegram,  "It's  infectious.  It  grows  on  you." 

Students  from  19  different  Massachusetts  high  schools 
brought  their  brass  to  win  the  gold,  silver,  and  bronze. 
Patterson,  a  professor  in  the  FSC  humanities  department, 
member  of  the  Massachusetts  unit  of  the  International 
Association  of  Jazz  Educators  (IAJE),  and  conductor  for  FSC 
band,  hosted  the  competition  for  it's  fourteenth  appearance 
on  campus.  The  all-day  competition  was  held  in  Weston  and 
McKay  Auditoriums,  as  high  school  students  played  big  band 
jazz  music.  Some  classics  such  as  Georgia  On  My  Mind, 
Fly  Me  to  the  Moon,  and  Is  You  Is  or  Is  You  Ain  't,  were  found 
in  the  program. 

The  teens  put  their  all  into  every  performance  to  bring  the 
gold  medal  home.  Those  were  won  by  Algonquin  Regional, 
Longmeadow,  Norwood,  Stoughton,  and  Wakefield  in  the 
Division  I  Competition  of  the  large  high  schools.  Division  II 
schools  that  brought  home  the  gold  were  Foxborough, 
Ipswich,  and  King  Philip  Regional.  MVP  awards  were 
presented  to  Jacob  Bender  from  Algonquin,  Division.I,  and 
Jeremy  Udden  from  King  Philip  Regional,  Division  n. 

Jayna  McGuirk  is  a  junior  English  professional  writing 
major. 
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Swan  Song 


by  Todd  Rousseau 
Staff  Reporter 


Peering  through  thick  lenses, 
he  reaches  back,  deep  in  his 
mind,  and  pulls  out  the  word  he 
has  been  searching  for.  This  is 
not  easy,  for  he  has  quite  an 
arsenal  to  choose  from. 

Joseph  Finkel  has  been  an 
English  professor  at  Fitchburg 
State  College  since  1969. 

Prior  to  his  arrival,  he 
completed  studies  at  the 
University  of  Chicago,  having 
first  received  his  Bachelor's 
t  Degree  from  the  University  of 
Massachusetts. 

Finkel  and  his  wife  currently 
reside  in  Ashby,  Mass. 

As  a  student,  Finkel  had  only 
a  little  doubt  regarding  where  his 
studies  would  focus.  He  had  two 
interests:  English  and  history. 
The  problem  would  be  choosing 
which  of  the  two  he  liked  better. 

Describing  why  he  became 
an  educator,  Finkel  said,  "in  my 
days  as  a  student,  there  were 
many  choices  in  what  I  could  do 
with  an  English  degree. 

"Since  I  was  a  compulsive 
reader,  I  figured  why  not  make 
a  living  doing  something  I'm 
going  to  do  anyway—talking 
about  what  I  read."  Pausing  for 
a  moment  Finkel  added,  "It's  the 
most  marvelous  way  in  the 
world  to  make  a  living;  finding 
something  you  like  to  do,  and 
then  doing  it." 

Discussing  what  he  reads, 
Finkle  said,  "I  love  the 
eighteenth  century,  it  was  such 
an  ordered  world.  There  were 
certainties  even  when  there  were 
disagreements." 

"I'm  not  comfortable  in  the 
20th  century,"  he  said  smiling, 
"but  I  think  it  is  important  to 
expose  Literature  and 
humanities  to  others." 

Leaning  forward  in  his  office 
chair,  Finkel  seemed  amazed  at 
the  power  a  teacher  can  have. 

"How  wonderful  it  is  to  be 
able  to  influence  how  others 
think  and  learn,"  he  said.  "I  have 
no  way  of  knowing  if  I've  made 
a  mark.  With  preachers  they 
either  save  the  soul,  or  not.  With 
Doctors,  you're  either  cured,  or 
dead.  Salesmen  can  measure 
success  by  the  thickness  of  their 
wallet." 

Sounding  philosophical, 
Finkel  spoke  of  writers.  "I  have 
no  favorite  writer—that  is  an 
unfair  question.  It  depends  on 
my  mood  which  writer  I  like 
best.  'I  won't  read  Swift  at  three 
in  the  morning  or  T  would  feel 
bad.  And  I  can't  really  rank  the 
writers  of  today  because  I've 


lived  in  this  era  with  them. 

"Today,  the  theater  is  in  bad 
shape.  There  are  looser 
standards.  We  don't  know  what 
we're  supposed  to  do  or  like  in 
the  world  of  art,  music,  or  poetry. 
There  is  no  true  inspiration," 
said  Finkel.  "But  I  wouldn't 
necessarily  say  it  is  going 
downhill.  I'm  really  not 
qualified  to  say.  I  have  no  idea 
who  the  21st  century  poets  will 
be." 

Having  been  at  FSC  for  the 
past  twenty  seven  years  makes 
Finkel  smile. 

"Fitchburg  State  College  is 
not  Harvard,  but  its  bachelor's 
program  is  just  as  good.  For  the 
money  it's  an  exceptional 
education  bargain.  I'm  what  you 
call  a  grunted  employee— that  is, 
the  opposite  of  a  disgruntled 
one,"  he  said. 

Finkel  believes  that  the  gist 
of  FSC  has  not  changed, ".  ..Only 
I've  changed. 

"No  one  has  liked  it  here  as 
much  as  I  have.  It's  one  of  the 
few  places  I've  felt  entirely 
comfortable.  It's  exactly  where 
I  ought  to  be,  my  place,"  he  said. 

Pouring  a  cup  of  coffee  from 
his  thermos,  Finkel  spoke  of  his 
retirement  plans.  This  semester 
will  be  his  last. 

"I'd  like  to  read  Gibbon's 
three-volume  work  about  the 
rise  and  fall  of  Rome.  Perhaps 
some  Churchill,  too. 

"I've  always  liked  baseball. 
Watching  the  news,  or  an 
occasional  movie  on  television 
...typical  old  fart  stuff,"  he  said. 

He  believes  that  he  and  his 
wife  will  sell  their  "Big  old 
house  in  Ashby.  It's  becoming 
an  increasing  burden.  We  don't 
need  all  the  land  or  space 
anymore,"  he  said. 

Finkel  thinks  that  they  will 
probably  move  down  to  Florida. 
They  have  family  and  friends 
there. 

"If  you  live  long  enough  you 
either  die  or  wind  up  in  Florida," 
he  said. 

"I  want  to  see  the  West.  Do 
you  know  that  there  are  states 
out  there  that  no  one  has  ever 
heard  of?  And  there  are  other 
states  that  may  or  may  not  be 
there.  Take  Wyoming.  Have 
you  ever  met  anyone  from 
Wyoming?  Do  you  know 
anyone  who  has?  I'd  like  to  go 
out  there  and  see.  Maybe  I 
would  even  be  the  first  European 
to  discover  Wyoming,"  he 
laughed. 

Turning  to  his  right,  he 
picked  up  the  thermos  cap  and 
slowly  capped  it  off. 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Finkel. 


Police  Log 


Friday,  April  19,  1996 
Parking  Tickets  Issued:  18 

1215-  Drug  Violation: 

Three  suspects  charged  with  possession  of  a 

controlled  substance. 

1520-  Request  for  Police: 

Report  of  a  fight  in  progress.  Determined  it 

to  be  two  FSC  students  'play  fighting'  with 

foam  swords.  No  police  action  taken. 

1610-  Request  for  Police  Officer: 

Vandalism  to  MV. 

2237-  Harassment: 

Annoying  telephone  calls  in  Russell  Towers. 

2310-  Assist  other  P.D.: 

Two  Fitchburg  police  officers  at  station 

requesting  info,  on  student  who  apparently 

lives  in  college  neighborhood  and  who  tried 

to  run  the  police  officers  over. 

Saturday,  April  20, 1996 

1815-  Police  Info.: 

RA  reporting  a  man  who  was  banned  from 

campus  was  in  front  of  Mara  Village,  building 

#6. 

1910-  Assist  other  PD: 

Lunenburg  PD  called  asking  for  assistance  in 

contacting  student  that  may  be  able  to  bail  out 

fellow  student  in  LPD  custody.  Attempts  to 

contact  student  were  negative. 


Sunday,  April  21,  1996 
Parking  Tickets  issued:  2 

1548-  Request  for  Police: 
Desk  worker  complaining  about  a  large  group 
banging  on  the  door  and  yelling  at  her  to  open 
the  doors  at  Russell  Towers.    Large  group 
entered  the  building,  no  problem.    When 


officer  checked  the  door  it  was  fine. 
0212-  Dangerous  Condition: 
Doberman  pincer  dog  attacked  patrolman 
Took  defense  position,  able  to  fend  off  the 
animal  and  reach  cover  at  police  headquarters. 

Monday,  April  22,  1996 
Parking  Tickets  Issued:  13 

1235-  Suspicious  Person: 

Report  of  homeless  person  sleeping  behind  the 

dumpster.  Was  an  intoxicated  Hispanic  man 

sleeping. 

1615-  Court  info.: 

Defendant  charged  with  minor  in  possession 

of  alcohol. 

Tuesday.  April  26.  1996 
Parking  Tickets  Issued:  20 

0046-  Noise  complaint: 

Mara  Village  bids.  2&3  people  screaming 

outside  the  building.  When  checked  out  all 

was  quiet. 

2118-  Request  for  Police: 

Local  resident  called  reporting  a  group  of 

youths  in  Lot  #3,  knocking  over  metal 

barricades. 

Wednesday,  April  24,  1996 
Parking  Tickets  Issued:  14 

0247-  Noise  Complaint: 

Several  calls  reporting  a  fraternity  being  loud. 

Made  contact  with  the  group  and  asked  them 

to  take  it  in  for  a  night;  they  complied. 

2132-  Police  Info.: 

Owner  of  car  called  to  advise  that  her  antenna 

had  been  snapped  off  and  the  brake  lights 

broken. 


Teen  pregnancy,  continued  from  previous  page. 


fortunate  because  our  parents  are 
always  ready  to  take  the  baby 
and  babysit,"  said  Lisa. 

"I'm  not  working,"  said  Jen 
who  graduated  from  high  school 
last  year.  "I  want  to  be  there  for 
my  baby  all  the  time."  Her 
boyfriend  fixed  up  an  apartment 
for  them. 

"I'm  very  lucky  because  he 
goes  to  college,  works,  and  when 
he  comes  home  he's  still  really 
nice  to  me." 

Karen  and  Lisa  who  are  both 
still  in  high  school  maintain  a 
routine  schedule  to  be  able  to 
care  for  their  child  and  to  keep 
up  with  their  school  work. 

"Each  morning  I  get  myself 
dressed  and  ready  to  go,"  said 


Lisa.  "He  goes  to  day-care 
while  I'min  school.  When  I  get 
out  of  school  I  pick  him  up  and 
go  home.  This  is  when  I  clean 
the  house,  make  dinner  and  try 
to  play  with  my  son.  When  my 
mother  gets  home  from  work 
she  takes  him  so  I  can  get  some 
homework  done,  and  get  his 
bottle  and  bag  ready  for  the  next 
day.  I  try  to  get  my  rest,  but 
sometimes  he  doesn't  sleep  all 
night,  every  night.  It's  a 
challenge  to  complete  all  my 
school  work  with  a  baby  to 
raise." 

As  they  now  look  at 
themselves  they  have  similar 
views  on  motherhood. 

"A  child  makes  you  change 


really  quick.  I'm  calmer  now," 
said  Karen.  "Before  I  never 
really  stayed  home.  Now  I'm 
much  closer  to  my  mother  and 
my  family." 

Lisa  said,  "You  think  more 
before  you  do  things  because 
you  know  that  there  is  someone 
there  who  needs  you." 

"Through  this  I  realize  who 
my  real  friends  are  and  I'm 
closer  to  my  family,"  said  Jen. 
"You  think  you  love  someone, 
but  you  don't  know  what  love  is 
until  you  have  a  child.  It's  the 
ultimate  thing.  It  definitely 
wasn't  planned,  but  I'm  happy 
to  be  a  mother." 

Melissa  Cordeiro  is  a  freshman 
communications  major. 


HARVARD  ~  Energetic,  responsible  full-time  caregiver 
needed  for  8  and  9  year  olds.  Part-time  work  available 
for  fall.  Nonsmoker.  Own  car.  Call  456-8144  evenings  or 
leave  a  message. 
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Farewell  Fitchburg! 


by  Ron  Taupier 
Opinion  Editor 


Along  with  a  diploma,  there 
are  a  handful  of  memories  that 
this  years  graduating  class  will 
carry  with  them  on  their  trot 
down  the  wooden  plank  on  May 
25th.  Dressed  in  a  cap  and  gown 
and  armed  with  a  degree,  we 
have  finally  reached  the 
"educated"  stage  of  our  lives. . . 
Never  to  look  back.  But  let  us 
not  forget  the  many  memories 
that  have  made  college  the  most 
unforgettable  and  bizarre  years 
of  our  lives... 

For  each  step  that  I  will  take 
down  that  wooden  plank,  past 
President  Riccards  and  the 
honored  dignitaries,  I  will 
remember  some  bizarre  antic 
that  I  have  done,  or  some  other 
noteworthy  experience  that  will 
remain  with  me  forever. 

When  my  name  is  called  on 
G-Day,  I  will  probably  stand  up 
as  awkwardly  as  I  did  freshman 
year  when  I  realized  that  I  was 
in  the  wrong  class.  You  know 
that  feeling.  You  are  expecting 


a  lesson  in  Art  History  and  the 
professor  begins  his  lecture  with 
a  description  of  the  respiratory 
system.  Whoops!  My  first 
couple  of  steps  up  to  the 
platform,  just  feet  away  from 
grasping  my  degree,  I  will  recall 
my  freshman  year  in  the  blink 
of  an  eye.  After  all,  it  went  by 
that  fast.  Memories  of  moving 
out  and  in  for  the  first  time, 
cooking  pasta  loudly  at  three  in 
the  morning,  and  waking  up 
some  kid  you  now  call  a 
"roommate."  Indeed,  life  is  all 
about  adjustments  and  change. 
Whoever  said  "change  is  good" 
was  a  remarkable  person. 

My  unpolished  steps  leading 
up  to  the  podium  will  be  eased 
by  memories  of  sophomore  year. 
This  is  the  year  that  everyone 
becomes  comfortable  with  their 
academic  environment.  So 
comfortable  at  times,  we  found 
it  necessary  to  expose  ourselves 
in  public,  look  down  the  barrel 
of  a  keg  of  beer,  and  join  that 
club  that  we  had  wanted  to  the 
year  before.  Without  a  doubt, 
"wise-fools." 

College  can  be  characterized 
as  a  place  to  "expect  the 
unexpected."  A  place  where  you 
witness,  or  perform,  the  oddest 
things,  and  still  master  the 
fundamentals  of  learning — 
along  with  the  essentials  of 
several  beer  drinking  games  and 
the  ingredients  of  a  Bloody 
Mary,  our  Queen  of  Mischief. 

I  now  picture  myself  at  the 
point  of  contact.  That  moment 
when  my  hand  touches  the  piece 


of  paper  I  have  coveted  the  past 
eight  semesters.  (Maybe  more 
if  you  are  on  the  "five  plus 
plan.")  Regardless,  we  have 
made  it.  With  my  diploma  in 
hand,  I  now  feel  like  I  have  on 
a  suit  of  armor.  The  same  suit  I 
thought  I  had  on  when  my 
roommates  and  I  climbed  to  the 
top  of  the  ledge  in  our  cathedral 
ceiling  in  townhouse  304.  Yes, 
very  memorable. 

But  I  have  learned  that  life 
is  about  more  than  cathedral 
ceilings  and  nudity.  It  is  about 
the  difficult  trade-off  between 
long  hours  of  partying  and 
lengthy  hours  of  hard  work. 
College  is  about  more  than 
games  of  "asshole"  and  "beer 
die."  Sorry  Freshman,  I  don't 
mean  to  disappoint  you. 
College  is  a  time,  or  WAS  a  time 
unfortunately,  to  do  the  craziest 
things  you  will  ever  be  able  to 
do.  Drink  beer,  study  intently, 
be  careless  occasionally,  drink 
beer,  be  curious,  be 
adventurous,  drink  beer,  and 
above  all  REGRET  NOTHING. 
My  last  few  steps  off  the 
platform,  clutching  my 
diploma,  signify  my  last  days  as 
a  senior  here  at  FSC.  The  days 
in  which  I  witnessed  the  most 
dramatic  changes,  worked  the 
hardest,  and  celebrated  the 
most.  So  to  all  of  us  graduating 
this  May,  good  luck  and  God 
bless!  Rememeber,  not  only  do 
you  have  a  handful  of 
unforgettable  memories... you 
have  a  suit  of  armor.. .you  have 
a  four-year  college  degree. 


Oktoberfest  is  in  your  hands 


by  Joseph  DeCaria 
Correspondent 


On  Saturday,  April  20,  I 
sponsored  the  Spring  Fever 
party  in  Lunenburg.  In 
attendance  were  over  600 
people,  enjoying  good  music, 
food,  and  beverages  while  being 
outside  in  nice  spring  weather, 
partying  with  their  friends.  All 
in  all,  it  was  a  great  sucess  due 
to  the  great  cooperation  between 
students,  the  bus  company,  the 
land  owner,  my  fraternal 
organization  who  was  hired  to 
work  the  party,  and  the 
Lunenburg  Police,  and  police 
dog,  Zeus. 

As  with  any  public  function, 
there  were  some  whose  own 
actions  brought  them  misery  and 


arrest.  They'll  have  their  day  in 
court.  However,  while  being 
bailed  out,  some  of  their  friends 
vandalized  the  police  station  by 
stealing  the  letters  "C"  and  "E" 
from  the  front  of  the  building. 
Immature  behavior  at  best,  it  can 
be  rectified.  Basically,  all  I  am 
asking  is  their  return,  with  no 
questions  asked.  This  is  a  most 
simple  request. 

I  would  like  to  add  that  this 
action  may  have  repercussions. 
Most  probably  I  may  be  refused 
the  license  next  time  meaning 
NO  future  Spring  Fever/ 
Oktoberfest  parties;  also 
students  from  FSC  may  face 
higher  bail  costs  and  fines  if  they 
fall  afoul  of  the  Lunenburg  Law, 
due  to  this  past  Saturday's 
action. 


In  any  event,  I'd  like  to 
appeal  to  the  people  involved  to 
return  the  letters  so  as  to  allow 
for  a  continuation  of  an  event 
that  has  been  enjoyed  by  FSC 
students  for  over  ten  years.  It 
is  the  only  event  of  its  kind  and 
magnitude  provided  for  the 
students'  enjoyment.  There  are 
no  other  similar  functions 
offered  by  this  college.  Think 
about  it. 

To  those  who  managed  to 
enjoy  themselves  without  any 
grief  or  vandalism,  thank  you. 
Also,  if  interested  in  joining 
my  fraternal  organization',  I  am 
listed  in  the  Fitchburg  phone 
book,  and  will  answer  any  of 
your  inquiries. 


Campus  policies  need  drastic  makeover 


by  Derek  Valcourt 
Strobe  Reporter 

In  four  years  of  reporting, 
interpreting,  and  following 
college  policies  and  practices, 
I've  seen  a  lot  of  change. 

The  best  of  the  changes 
include  the  new  and  improved 
commuter's  cafeteria,  the 
addition  of  new  meal  plan 
options  instead  of  the  just  the  1 9- 


plan,  the  recent  acquisition  of 
new  parking  lots,  the  decision  to 
allow  resident  students  to  have 
cars  on-campus,  the 
implementation  of  the  highly 
publicized  FSC  Guarantee,  and 
the  recent  decision  to  raise 
admission  standards  (long 
overdue).  All  have  made  life  at 
FSC  at  little  more  bearable. 

These  are  great  policy 
changes.   Then  there  are  some 


that  students  always  complain 
about:  Daka  food,  parking, 
campus  safety,  etc.  Those  are 
debated  to  death  in  class,  in  the 
dorms,  and  even  in  The  Strobe. 
Here  are  some  policies  that 
the  college  can  and  should 
seriously  consider  changing. 
No  rollerblading  on-campus. 

continued  on  page  13 


Give  me  his 
dimensions 


by  Keith  Fredricks 
Staff  writer 


Did  you  know  that  "small"  limp  penises  in  their  erect  state 
are  often  larger  than  "large"  limp  penises  in  their  erect  state? 
Did  you  know  that  lengthy  penises  actually  irritate  the  cervix? 
How  is  this  for  a  lead  paragraph?  Read  on  to  find  out  more 
about  the  myths  and  legends  of  penis  sizes... 

It  is  the  backbone  of  male  humility.  The  debate  is  among 
the  ranks  of  "Nature  vs.  Nurture."  It  is  the  most  popular  sexual 
inquiry  ever.  Does  the  myth  hold  true?  Does  size  matter? 
Perhaps.  But  to  what  extent  and  why? 

Well,  first  off,  width  does  not  matter!  The  fact  is,  that  a 
vagina  adjusts  itself  to  fit  what  enters  it  and  conforms  to  the 
width  of  its  new  companion,  so  to  speak  This  fact  proves 
that  width  is  definitely  overrated.  In  fact,  an  extremely  wide 
individual  may  cause  more  pain  than  pleasure.  Keep  in  mind 
that  this  is  a  discussion  of  size  and  its  relation  to  sexual 
pleasure.  For  all  practical  pleasure  purposes — width  does  not 
dictate  pleasure. 

How  big  is  ideal?  Length  is  generally  a  more  glorified 
dimension  than  width.  Most  males  know  the  stretch  of  their 
penis  to  the  half  inch.  So  how  big  is  the  average  lad  anyhow? 
Probably,  based  on  pure  speculation,  about  six  inches.  Now, 
since  the  average  vaginal  cavity  is  about  three  or  four  inches 
in  length,  one  should  be  able  to  draw  his  or  her  own 
conclusions  as  to  the  model  penis  length.  Obviously,  length 
does  not  matter. 

So  what  is  the  "huge"  debate  about?  Why  is  every  male 
insecure  about  their  genitals?  Well,  it  turns  out  that  many 
females  and  most  males,  place  an  emotional  importance  on 
size.  Penis  mass  often  symbolizes  masculinity.  It  makes  sense 
that  its  size  is  somewhat  of  a  yardstick  to  measure  machismo. 
To  some  females,  a  large  penis  is  considered  stimulating.  If 
penis  size  matters  in  people's  minds,  then  it  matters  in  reality. 

Our  minds  are  reality.  Sex  is  in  our  minds.  It  is  not  a 
purely  physical  issue.  After  all,  having  an  orgasm  is  a  function 
of  the  mind,  is  it  not?  If  sex  is  a  function  of  the  mind,  then 
anything  people  find  stimulating  may  aid  them  in  reaching  an 
orgasm.  Sex,  I  believe,  is  a  cognitive  thing. 

So  whether  your  nickname  is  Tiny  Tim  or  Long  John,  be 
neither  proud  nor  ashamed  of  your  title.  Don't  be  fooled. 
Penis  size  is  no  measure  of  masculinity,  and  certainly  not  a 
physical  variable  to  enjoying  sex.  Sex  is  in  the  mind.  We 
shouldn't  always  buy  into  the  myths  and  legends  about  size. 
People  in  control  of  their  minds  should  be  able  to  create  a 
satisfying  sex  life,  with  whomever  they  fall  in  love. 


I  have  a  dream... 
and  questions 

by  Austin  Azonabar 
correspondent 

As  I  sit  here  looking  at  a  picture  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.,  I  can't  help  but  wonder  to  myself  if  this  what  he  had  in 
mind  when  he  gave  his  world-famous  "I  have  a  dream"  speech. 

I  know  that  this  subject  has  been  beaten  to  death  from  all 
angles.  I  just  am  curious  to  find  out  how  much  hate  or  fear 
looms  on  our  college  campuses.  The  idea,  I  would  have  to 
say,  was  uprooted  when  I  went  to  DAKA  and  continually  saw 
Black,  White  and  Asian  students  divide  themselves  at  dinner. 
Now  I  don't  know  if  this  is  because  of  hate  or  fear  or  just  the 
plain  fact  they  want  nothing  to  do  with  each  other  (this  can 
happen  without  hate). 

So  I  think  it  is  time  that  we,  as  a  student  body,  should  ask 
ourselves  a  few  questions.  Does  anyone  remember  the  words 
spoken  by  Dr.  King?  Do  you  believe  in  inter-racial  dating? 
Do  you  believe  there  should  be  groups  for  just  certain  races? 
Are  you  against  race-mixing  of  any  kind?  These  are  the 
questions  that  should  be  answered  so  that  as  a  society  and 
student  population  we  can  eliminate  racial  barriers.  What  do 
you  think  causes  the  tension  between  races?  Is  it  a  Black  and 
White  thing?  Please  be  honest  in  your  responses.  I  encourage 
our  student  body  to  discover  the  solutions  to  this  obvious 
problem. 
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Criminal  Procrastination 


by  Jayna  McGuirk 
Staff  Reporter 


Bum  out.  It's  the  feeling  we 
get  when  we  have  a  paper  due  at 
8:30  in  the  morning,  we  worked 
until  1 1 :30  the  night  before,  and 
we  have  yet  to  get  the  topic. 
What  do  we  do  in  a  situation  like 
this?  I  neglect  the  paper  and 
hope  that  my  teachers  will 
understand  that  I  am  working 
two  jobs  to  pay  my  bills  for  next 
semester. 

I  will  admit  that  I  do  have  a 
tendency  for  procrastination. 
I'm  no  super  student  who  can 
organize  her  day  to  include 
going  to  class,  doing  a  few  hours 
of  homework,  a  five-hour  shift 
working  at  a  job,  socializing, 
eating,  sleeping,  and  breathing. 
In  my  world,  a  day  like  this 
would  have  to  have  more  hours 
in  it,  perhaps  25. 

Am  I  the  only  student  at  FSC 
with  this  problem?  Through 
conversations    with    several 


other  students  I  have  concluded 
that  NO,  I  am  not  alone.  My 
mother  always  says,  "When  I 
was  in  college,  I  worked  every 
shift  I  could  get,  had  all  my 
studying  done  and  still  had  a 
social  life."  Of  course,  when  my 
mother  went  to  school,  the  cost 
of  an  entire  year  at  college  was 
$400  and  it  was  safe  to  walk 
alone  on  Main  Street  at  night. 
My  dad  says  it  is  my  attitude.  I 
don't  want  to  work.  I  don't 
understand  how  he  can  say  this 
when  I  work  almost  40  hours  a 
week  between  two  jobs  and 
manage  to  keep  up  with  my 
classes. ..maybe  not  all  the 
homework. 

Each  student  gets  to  the  point 
where  they  have  no  more  energy. 
When  I  finally  get  home  from 
work,  I  don't  have  enough 
energy  to  do  homework  I  don't 
want  to  give  up  my  job  either.  I 
love  the  challenge  of  the 
banking  industry  and  the  fast 


pace  of  waitressing.  Yes,  I  could 
quit  one  of  my  jobs  and  have 
more  energy  for  school  work, 
but  I  wouldn't  dedicate  all  of  my 
free  time  to  homework. 

Now  that  I  have  pleaded 
guilty  to  criminal 

procrastination,  I  declare  myself 
burnt  out.  I  tire  myself  out  to 
the  point  when  my  brain  and 
body  have  enough  energy  to 
sleep  soundly.  It  is  not  a  bad 
thing  because  I  don't  think  I'm 
doing  anything  wrong.  It  is  just 
a  hopeless  situation:  I  cannot 
work  less  because  I  cannot 
afford  school.  I  cannot  work 
more  because  I  would  have  no 
time  to  go  to  school.  It  is  a 
vicious  cycle  that  never  ends  and 
I  am  caught  in  the  middle. 

In  a  few  years  "burn  out"  will 
have  a  medical  definition. 
Everyone  will  be  able  to  relate 
to  my  disease,  if  they  can't 
already,  and  the  "phenomenon" 
will  have  a  hotline. 


Just  got  a  Computer  Science  Degree? 
v  Can't  get  a  job  without  experience? 

The  solution  is  academic  — 


ii 


Professional  Novell  CNE  certifica- 
tion is  the  finishing  touch.  It  will 
get  you  started  in  the  networking 
industry  and  allow  you  to  compete 
for  the  best  jobs  in  today's  market. 

At  Lanop  CNE  training  is  hands-on. 
With  unlimited  practice,  place- 


to  pass  every  Novell  test  the  first 
time,  what  have  you  got  to  lose? 

To  increase  your  earning  potential 
^^       call: 
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CAMPUS 

PIZZA  AND  VARIETY 

213  HIGHLAND  AVE.,  FITCHBURG 

(NEXT  TO  FITCHBURG  STATE  COLLEGE) 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK;  SUN-WED  10AM- 11PM  THURS -SAT  10AM- 11 :30PM 
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PIZZA  SHOP 


342-3464 

VAMETfSTOE 

342-3727 


FREE 

DELIVERY 

SERVICE 

To   ritthburg   Ar.i 
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The  birds  and 
the  bees 


by  Vanessa  Manni 
News  Editor 


Having  been  an  employee  of  CVS  for  the  past  two  years,  I 
have  encountered  several  different  kinds  of  people.  Practically 
everyone  needs  items  from  CVS.  After  all,  it  is  "today's 
neighborhood  drugstore."  Recently,  however,  I  ran  into  a 
young  girls  whose  situation  tops  the  rest. 

It  was  a  typical  Friday  night  in  the  mall.  All  the  teeny- 
boppers,  regular  mall-rats,  and  general  public  were  in  full  force. 
The  usual  activities  include  shopping,  shoplifting,  and  simple 
loitering. 

I  was  tending  to  my  typical  duties  on  the  sales  floor,  when 
two  giggly  girls  entered  the  store,  looking  suspicious.  Of 
course,  I  followed  them,  thinking  that  I  was  about  to  catch 
another  shoplifter.  To  my  surprise,  one  of  the  girls  spoke  up 
and  asked  me  where  the  douches  were  located.  I  told  her, 
wondering  at  the  same  time,  why  such  a  young  girl  would  be 
in  need  of  such  a  product.  Curiously,  I  kept  my  eyes  on  the 
girls. 

After  nearly  ten  minutes  of  watching  them  Tead  the  boxes 
of  feminine  wash,  I  put  my  customer  service  skills  to  use.  I 
asked  them  if  they  needed  any  help.  However,  not  I  nor  anyone 
else  could  help  this  poor  girl.  She  could  not  have  been  more 
than  15  years  old.  Fifteen  minutes  earlier  she  had  unprotected 
sex. 

I  was  totally  taken  aback  by  the  disturbing  news.  I  was 
speechless,  as  a  million  things  ran  throughmy  mind.  How  old 
is  this  girl?  Where  are  her  parents?  Why  was  she  looking  for 
a  douche  product?  And  does  she  know  that  it  is  too  late  for 
protection  after  sex?  These  are  the  questions  that  only  a  mother 
can  answer.  Why  is  this  girl  asking  me?  Did  I  look  like  her 
mother? 

I  wanted  to  ask  her  what  in  the  world  she  was  thinking,  but 
the  thought  of  losing  my  job  stopped  me.  I  decided  to  try  to 
help.  After  all,  being  pregnant  was  the  least  of  this  girl's 
worries.  She  could  have  contracted  any  number  of  sexually 
transmissible  diseases,  including  AIDS. 

I  decided  to  get  another  opinion  from  my  supervisor,  an 
older,  wiser  female.  She  was  also  flabbergasted  by  the 
situation.  Her  advice  to  the  girl  was  to  buy  some  of  the  new 
contraceptive  inserts,  containing  spermicide,  and  to  use  the 
entire  box.  Sound  advice  or  not,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  this  girl 
was  well  beyond  good  advice... she  needed  a  miracle.  Again, 
I  would  not  advise  anyone  to  even  consider  the  above  as  valid 
or  safe.  In  this  day  and  age,  having  unprotected  sex  can  be 
lethal. 

We  continued  to  inform  the  girl  that  she  should  contact  her 
family  doctor  as  soon  as  possible,  to  be  absolutely  sure  of  her 
health  status.  It  is  sad  and  troublesome  to  see  such  ignorance 
among  young  women.  She  should  have  known  that  protection 
comes  before  sex,  not  after. 

The  solution  to  this  problem  lies  in  education.  Perhaps 
parents  should  teach  their  children  about  the  "birds  and  the 
bees,"  and  the  potential  consequences  of  unprotected  sex,  at 
an  earlier  age.  I  feel  that  if  a  young  women  is  raised  in  a 
supportive  environment  and  is  taught  solidmorals  and  family 
values,  she  will  gain  a  sense  of  self-respect  and  responsibility. 
In  turn,  she  will  be  able  to  make  sound  judgments  and  sensible 
decisions  throughout  life.  Not  only  in  regards  to  sex,  but  in 
all  aspects  of  life. 


TEACH  ENGLISH  IN  KOREA 

Positions  available  monthly.  BA  or  BS  de- 
gree required.  US$18,500-$23,4000/yr.  Ac- 
commodation &  round-trip  airfare  provide. 
Send  resume,  copy  of  diploma  and  copy  of 
passport  to:  Bok  Ji  Corporation,  Chun  Bang 
Bldg.,  154-13  Samsung  Dong,  Kang  Nam  Gu, 
Seoul,  Korea  135-0900.  TEL:  011-82-2-555- 
JOBS(5627)  FAX:     011-82-2-552- 

4FAX(4329). 
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An  evening  of  free  food,  films,  and  more 


FSC  Entertainment  Review 

by  Rick  Rodricks 

A&E  Editor 

Many  students  at  FSC  have 
not  heard  of  this  thing  called 
Visions. However, every 
Communications/Media 
undergraduate  keeps  a  vision  of 
Visions  in  mind  with  every  video 
shoot,  photograph,  and  drawing 
they  make. 

Each  spring  since  1981,  the 
department  of  Media/ 
Communications  presents  a 
show  of  student  work 
representing  the  concentrations 
of  Film,  Video,  Photography, 
Technical  Writing,  Graphic  Arts, 
and  Multimedia.  From  dramatic 
short  films  to  practical  manuals 
of  technical  writing,  the  entries 
at  Visions  serve  both  to  entertain 
and  enlighten  anyone  who  wants 
to  see  the  results  of  hard  work 
from  the  Communications/ 
Media  department. 

On  Monday,  April  22, 
Visions  '96  began  at  6  p.m.  in 
the  Conlon  Arts  building,  the 
center  of  production  activity.  An 
open  house  was  held  to  show 
outsiders  how  the  magic  gets 
done.  The  graphics  lab  held  its 
doors  open  wide,  allowing 
parents  and  other  visitors  to 
glimpse  at  the  Mac -based 
computer  software  which 
provides  FSC  student  artists 
with  powerful,  cutting-edge 
tools.  A  tour  of  the  film  &  video 
studio  and  the  multimedia  lab 
provided  other  highlights  of  this 
open  house  by  proudly 
displaying  the  high-tech 
equipment  which  students  are 
mastering  in  pursuit  of  today's 
finest  employment  opportunities 
after  graduation. 

By  7  p.m.  Visions  '96  was 
fully  underway  with  a  reception 
in  the  Campus  Center.  A  hot  and 
cold  buffet  of  chicken  wings, 
meatballs,  cheese  platters,  and 
soft  drinks  made  a  friendly 
transition  into  the  rest  of  the 


evening's  events.  Piano  music 
provided  by  Professor  Jane 
Fiske  and  a  student  wafted 
throughout  the  Campus  Canter 
and  up  into  the  Art  Gallery 
where  an  opening  was  being 
held. 

The  gallery  opening  featured 
student  work  which  will  hang 
from  now  until  the  end  of  the 
semester.  If  you  missed  this 
opening,  you  may  visit  the 
Campus  Center  gallery,  located 
near  the  Information  Desk, 
anytime  the  Hammond  Building 
is  open.  It  is  definitely  worth  the 
trip  to  see  the  professional 
quality  work  on  display. 

Although  Visions  is  a  juried 
show  without  awards  or 
competition,  some  people's 
works  often  get  informal 
recognition  because  of  their 
memorable  production  quality. 
Of  special  note  in  the  gallery  is 
the  work  of  Hiroaki  Yamashita, 
a  student  photographer.  His 
three  designs  and  four 
photographs  make  him  the  most 
prolific  contributor  to  this  year's 
show,  but  it  is  the  quality  of  his 
work  which  makes  his 
contributions  special. 

His  photographs,  of  a  coffee 
shop  in  SoHo,  a  mannequin  in  a 
store  window,  and  a  stream,  all 
make  viewers  want  to  step  in  and 
take  a  closer  look.  The  one  of 
the  stream  is  especially 
appealing  because  the  angle  of 
the  shot,  the  cropping  of  the 
frame,  and  the  washing  of  color 
make  the  photograph  appear 
simultaneously  real  and  unusual 
at  the  same  time.  At  first  glance, 
this  photograph  looks  like  the 
ocean,  upon  examination  it  is  a 
stream. 

The  work  of  Stephen 
Gabriele,  a  student  graphic  artist, 
also  deserves  special  note.  His 
trio  of  what  appears  to  be  ink  and 
paint  on  paper  really  compels  the 
eyes  of  viewers.  Many  people 
at  the  opening  lingered  by  these 
works      and      commented 


Dr.  Charles  Sides  and  Dr.  George  Bohrer,  "Graffiti  Bridge" 


positively  on  the  way  the  bright 
colors  work  together  to  create 
the  images.  His  "Crow  and 
Parrot"  provide  a  bit  of  visual 
trickery  leading  the  focus  from 
the  top  of  the  work,  where  a 
black  crow  is  perched  in  a  tree 
top  on  a  night  background,  to 
the  bottom,  where  a  parrot  sits 
lower  in  the  tree  against  the 
backdrop  of  a  colorful  sky.  The 
second  work  'Tree  Frog"  shows 
Gabriele's  ability  to  compose 
using  bright  colors  to  render  real 
images.  Finally,  the  Sandman 
comic  book  influenced 
"Nightmares"  is  a  fantasy  piece 
that  steps  right  off  into  the 
surreal. 

Many  of  the  graphics 
art  pieces  are  enhanced  using 
the  computer-aided  tools 
available  in  the  FSC  labs.  Here 
again,  we  see  the  refinement  of 
valuable  career  placement 
skills.  The  use  of  computer 
,  tools  is  necessary  for  graduates 
competing  for  limited  jobs  in 


today's  high-technology  graphic 
arts  medium,  and  the  portfolio 
pieces  here  reflect  a  solid 
understanding  of  such  skills. 

As  if  their  creativity 
operates  in  tandem  with  their 
medium,  most  of  the  graphic  arts 
entrants  seem  to  rally  around  the 
techno-fantasy  theme. 

Computer  enhanced  images  of 
vampires,  dreamworld  denizens, 
and  other  goth-punk  elements 
mirror  our  generation's  most 
creative  fiction.  A  few  pieces, 
including  Heather  Brown's 
"Dreams"  shows  that  some  of 
our  technical-minded  artists 
have  the  ability  to  touch  on  the 
Post-Modern  themes  which 
today's  avant-garde  painters  and 
other  traditional  artists  use  and 
sell  in  their  pursuit  of  creativity. 

The  film  festival,  an 
annual  favorite  at  Visions, 
followed  the  gallery  opening.  At 
8:00,  the  events  of  the  evening 
moved  to  Kent  Recital  Hall, 
where  ten  student  productions 


photo  by  Rick  Rodricks 

were  shown  on  the  projection 
screen. 

The  first  production, 
"The  Hammer  Strikes"  by 
Colleen  O'Keefe,  Marc 
Johnson,  Jeremy  Clegg,  and 
Armen  Baghasarian,  had  all  of 
the  humor  and  style  of  a  good 
student  production.  A  surprise 
entry  called  "Mason"  by  Emily 
Petipas,  Colleen  O'Keefe,  and 
Michael  Peterson  was  also  filled 
with  good  humor.  The  rest  of 
the  works  were  made  with 
attempts  at  daring  to  be 
experimental  which  at  times 
worked,  at  times  failed.  Some 
of  this  year's  movies  bored  the 
audience,  and  future  FSC 
producers  should  be  advised  to 
cut  them  shorter. 

Overall,  Visions  '96 
was  great  fun.  A  wild 
thunderstorm  and  driving  rain 
punctuated  the  evening.  A 
gathering  at  Major's  Cafe,  now 
becoming  a  Visions  tradition, 
provided  a  perfect  night  cap. 


Children  of  the  Bong  move  to  the  beat 


by  Rick  Rodricks 
A&E  Editor 


New  Music  Review  **** 
Children  of  the  Bong,  Sirius 
Sounds,  now  available  on  CD 
from  Planet  Dog  Records 

Acid  Dub  has  grooved  in  the 
London  club  scene  for  most  of 
the  nineties,  and  is  still  making 
its  way  onto  American  dance 
floors.  This  style  of  music 
usually  comes  from  the  back 
'Techno  Rooms"  located  in  the 
hippest  clubs  of  any  large  city. 
Until  lately,  the  soul-less, 
repetitive  beats  of  Techno  were 
so  monotonous  that  they  bored 
everyone  off  the  dance  floor  who 
was  not  tripping  on 
psychedelics. 

Now,  the  infusion  of  Jazz  and 


Hip-hop  into  the  synthesized 
dub  stylings  has  added  novelty 
to  the  basic  material  of  a  Techno 
Club  or  Rave  mix.  Fresh  beats 
and  melodic  waveforms 
intertwine  to  envelop  listeners 
within  the  experience  of  the 
music.  This  replaces  the  old 
form  of  tedious  beats  and  steady 
recurrences  which  required  no 
sense  of  rhythm  on  the  dance 
floor  and  served  only  to  keep  the 
pace. 

One  of  the  best  examples  of 
the  Acid  Dub  sound  comes  from 
a  duo  of  London  wavemasters 
calling  themselves  Children  of 
the  Bong.  From  their  dorm 
room/  studio  at  Harrow  College, 
Rob  Henry  and  Daniel  Goganian 
started  performing  their  music  at 
parties,  and  have  since  expanded 
their  listenership  to  the  European 


club  scenes.  Now,  signed  with 
independent  label  Planet  Dog, 
their  music  has  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  and  it  sounds  great. 

The  electro-dubs  all  have  a 
deep  richness  of  sound,  with 
each  track  coming  across 
completely  different,  yet 
maintaining  enough  continuity 
to  satisfy  the  requirements  of 
traditional  Techno.  Some  tunes, 
like  the  third  cut  "Interface 
Reality"  are  so  trippy  and  well 
executed  that  they  seem  to  fly 
the  listener  around  the  room,  out 
the  window,  and  back  again. 

Sirius  Sounds  by  Children 
of  the  Bong  is  now  available  in 
the  United  States.  It  is  a  fine 
example  of  the  latest 
innovations  in  electronic  music. 


THE  STROBE 


May  1, 1996 


PAGE  11 


Get  thrilled  with  Fear 


by  Vanessa  M anni 
News  Editor 

Film  Review 

Fear,  now  showing  in  theaters 

***l/2 

Director  James  Foley's 
suspenseful  flick,  Fear,  starring 
Mark  Wahlberg,  Aly  ssa  Milano, 
and  Reese  Witherspoon,  is  a 
definite  hair-raiser  that  will 
leave  you  gripping  the  sticky 
armrests  until  the  credits  roll. 

Although  the  "all-too- 
common"  plot  of  an  obsessive, 
stalking  boyfriend  who  doesn't 
get  his  own  way  has  been  seen 
many  times  before,  Wahlberg's 
character,  David  McCall, 
reminds  every  teenage  girl,  as 
well  as  every  over-protective 
father,  that  father  does  know 
best.  Wahlberg,  with  his 
piercing  and  possessed  eyes, 
gives  a  truly  evil  performance  in 
Fear  as  the  screwed  up  product 
of  the  foster-care  program. 
David  takes  advantage  of  naive 


and  eager-to-fit-in  16-year-old 
Nicole,  played  by  the  convincing 
Reese  Witherspoon. 

Nicole,  who  has  lived  with 
her  mother  most  of  her  life,  now 
resides  with  the  father  she 
doesn't  know  and  the 
stepmother  that  she  doesn't  like. 
It  is  easy  to  see  how  she  falls  for 
the  seemingly  sweet  and  caring 
David. 

Nicole's  best  friend  in 
Seattle,  Margo  (Milano),  is  the 
rebellious  and  influential  friend 
who  brings  her  to  the  "happenin" 
club  where  she  hooked  up  with 
David  after  a  riot,  and 
furthermore  where  the  whole 
terror  begins.  Milano, 
portraying  anything  but  the 
sweet  Samantha  we  knew  her  as, 
becomes  involved  with  David's 
criminal  drug-using  associates. 

Of  course,  the  father,  played 
by  William  Peterson,  is  typically 
skeptical  of  the  boyfriend,  who 
attempts  to  bond  with  the  family. 
The  relationship  is  going  well 


until  Wahlberg's  true  psychotic 
colors  shine  through.  From  that 
point  on,  it  is  obvious  that 
Wahlberg  has  flipped  his  lid.  He 
goes  so  far  as  to  build  a  shrine 
to  Nicole  and  carve  her  name  in 
his  chest,  among  other  things 
you'll  have  to  witness  yourself. 
Fear  was  enhanced 
immensely  by  it's  impressive 
soundtrack,  which  can  always 
make  or  break  a  thriller.  Bush, 
Mick  Jagger,  and  Toad  &  the 
Wet  Sprocket  spiced  up  the 
scenes  with  lyrics  that  seemed 
to  be  written  for  the  movie.  In 
fact,  many  cuts  were  actually 
written  by  Mark  Wahlberg 
himself  (the  former  musical 
Marky  Mark)  for  the  film. 

If  you're  looking  for  a  cheap 
thrill,  wait  until  it  comes  out  on 
video,  however,  if  you  want  a 
good  scare  now,  see  Fear  on  the 
big  screen.  And  just  a  little 
advice:  bring  along  the 
pacemakers  and  leave  the  fido- 
lovin'  kids  at  home  for  this  one. 


The  Legend  of  guitars  is  gone 


by  Rick  Rodricks 
A&E  Editor 

On  the  night  of  the  lunar 
eclipse  two  weeks  ago,  the  ashes 
of  Jerry  Garcia  were  released  at 
dawn  into  the  upper  Ganges 
River  in  Rishikesh,  India. 
Garcia's  wife  Deborah  and 
fellow  guitarist  Bob  Weir  waded 
out  into  the  Hindu  holy  waters 
and  sprinkled  the  Grateful  Dead 
leader's  remains  onto  farewell 
messages  before  setting  them 
adrift. 

Rishikesh  is  a  holy  site  for 
Hindus.  Many  believe  the 
waters  of  its  river  are  a  path  to 
the  heavens,  a  way  to  release  the 
spirit  from  the  cycle  of 
reincarnation.  It  is  reported  that 
Weir  prayed  "may  you  have 


peace  Jerry,  and  travel  to  the 
stars"  as  he  cast  his  best  friend's 
mortal  remains  into  the  swirling 
waters. 

Only  Weir,  Deborah  Garcia, 
and  five  others  were  at  this 
private  ceremony.  Written 
farewells  from  other  band 
members  were  sent  along  with 
the  ashes. 

A  Grateful  Dead  Productions 
press  release  from  last 
Wednesday  confirmed  the  story, 
saying  that  the  ashes  sprinkled 
in  the  Ganges  represented  only 
a  "tiny  fraction"  of  the  remains. 
The  rest  of  the  ashes  were 
handled  in  a  second  ceremony 
Monday,  April  15.  According  to 
Garcia's  wishes,  he  was 
scattered  in  the  waters  of  the 
Golden  Gate,  in  his  home  city 


of  San  Francisco.  Aboard  the 
ship  were  Weir,  and  Grateful 
Dead  bassist  Phil  Lesh, 
Deborah  Garcia,  Jerry's 
daughters  Heather,  Annabelle, 
Teresa,  and  Sunshine,  brother 
Clifford,  and  two  members  of 
the  band's  crew  Steve  Parrish 
and  Ramrod. 

Both  ceremonies  were  held 
with  no  advance  notice  because 
of  the  family's  fear  that 
thousands  of  Deadhead  fanatics 
would  show  up  and  interfere 
7with  the  mourners'  privacy. 
The  stories  were  revealed  after 
the  event  to  inform  the  world 
that  the  guitar  legend  is,  in  the 
words  of  one  Grateful  Dead 
song,  "gone,  gone,  and  nothing 
is  going  to  bring  him  tack." 


^^: 


Sharon  Stone  and  Rob  Morrow  star  in  the  movie  Last 
Dance  showing  in  theaters  Friday. 


FSC's  annual  spring  concert 

by  Rick  Rodricks 
A&E  Editor 

There  will  be  a  new  face  at  the  FSC's  annual  Spring 
Concert.  Choral  director  Carol  A.  Nicholeris,  a  professor  at 
Bridgewater  State  College  and  a  published  composer  will 
bring  her  20  years  of  experience  to  our  school's  event.  The 
chorus  will  feature  a  range  of  traditions  from  Yiddish  folk 
tunes  to  American  Spirituals. 

The  FSC  Concert  Band  will  perform  a  band  classic, 
"English  Folk  Song  Suite"  and  a  circus-style  march  "Thunder 
and  Blazes."  The  newly  formed  FSC  Saxophone  Ensemble 
will  perform  Duke  Ellington's  "Satin  Doll"  while  the  FSC 
Jazz  Ensemble  will  perform  big  band  jazz. 

The  ever-  popular  event  will  take  place  next 
Wednesday,  May  1  in  Weston  Auditorium.  Tickets  are  $2 
for  students  and  the  public. 


Jayna's  Horoscope 


Aries:  (March  21-  April  19) 
Things  are  getting  easier  to  deal 
with.  Your  stress  will  become 
less  consuming  as  the  week 
passes.  You  may  re-connect 
with  an  old  friend.  Enjoy  then- 
company. 

Taurus:  (April  20  -  May  20) 
Lay  low,  some  things  you  have 
done  in  the  past  may  catch  up 
with  you  if  you  brag.  Take 
caution  when  dealing  with  any 
one  you  do  not  know  very  well, 
they  could  turn  on  you. 

Gemini:  (May  21  -  June  20) 
Some  great  stories  come  your 
way,  gossip  is  juicy.  Before  you 
share  your  tales  make  sure  you 
know  who  you  are  talking  about 
Some  things  come  full  circle  to 
put  you  in  the  hot  seat. 

Cancer:  (June  21  -  July  22) 
Have  fun  with  some  new  friends. 
You  may  leam  just  how  small 
the  world  is  when  people 
connect.  An  unexpected  phone 
call  may  lead  you  to  a  great 
adventure. 

Leo:  (July  23  -  Aug.  22) 
The  friends  you  shut  out  in  the 
past  will  not  be  there  when  you 
need  them.  Reestablish 
communications  that  may  be 
useful.  A  small  gesture  today 
could  pay  off  big  tomorrow. 

Virgo:  (August  23  -  September 

22) 

Do  what  you've  never  could  do 

before.  Time  is  running  out. 

Everything  will  work  out  the 

way  you  want  it  to. 


Libra:  (September  23  -  October 

22) 

Take  time  to  look  at  the  big 

picture.   The  hustle  and  bustle 

of  your  life  may  not  be  as  great 

as  you  think.  Take  a  long  needed 

road  trip  next  weekend. 

Scorpio:  (October  23  - 
November  21) 

Winds  of  change  are  blowing  up 
a  hurricane.  Just  go  with  them 
and  enjoy  the  ride.  All  will  turn 
out  for  the  best.  Pay  attention 
to  your  finances,  you  may  need 
to  save  for  a  while.Pick  up  the 
phone  and  say  hello  to  someone. 

Sagittarius:  (Nov.  22  -  Dec  21) 
Life  is  grand.  Future  plans  turn 
out  well  with  lots  of  work. 
Minor  problems  seem  to  work 
themselves  out.  New  alliances 
work  to  your  benefit. 

Capricorn:  (Dec.  22  -Jan.  19) 
Pay  attention  to  the  Sagittarius 
in  your  life.  Their  eccentricities 
compliment  your  conservative 
personality.  Together,  the  two  of 
you  are  a  force  to  be  reconned 
with. 

Aquarius:  (Jan.  20  -  Feb.  18) 
Before  you  pass  judgement  walk 
around  in  someone  else's  shoes. 
You  may  learn  that  your  usually 
accurate  opinion  is  way  off  base. 
Leam  from  this  experience. 

Pisces:  (Feb.  19  -  March  20) 
Time  to  start  working  again. 
Stop  wasting  your  time  and  do 
something  constructive.  The 
time  you  waste  now  will  be  the 
time  you  desperately  need  in  the 
future. 


Do  you  ever  think  that  you  are  totally  different 
from  your  friends?  That  everyone  is  hiding 
something  from  you?  That  the  entire  world  would 
be  a  better  place  if  everyone  simply  did  nothing? 
Do  you  have  extra  money  that  you  are  dying  to  give 
away?  Well,  for  goodness  sake  where  have  you 
been?  The  Church  of  the  SubGenius  is  looking  for 
you! 

Begun  by  J.R.  "Bob"  Dobbs,  the  Church  of  the 
SubGenius  has  an  online  website  and  offices  in 
Dallas.  A  mere  dollar  donation  will  provide 
"INSTANT  SLACK"  and  a  selection  of 
"Unbelievably  unusual  pamphlets." 
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Falcon  Players  give  last  hurrah  of  school  year 

Review 


by  Presley  Reese 
Correspondent 


Last  Thursday  and  Friday, 
the  Falcon  Players  presented 
their  last  two  shows  of  the  year, 
at  Percival  Auditorium.  "We've 
never  tried  anything  this 
ambitious  before,"  claims  FSC 
senior,  Dana  Dunham,  producer 
of  the  show. 

The  show  was  an  evening  of 
three  one-act  plays,  each  with  its 
own  full  set,  full  cast,  and  full 
contingent  of  directors.  Loosely 
based  on  the  three  divisions  of 
Shakespeare's  plays — history, 
comedy,  and  tragedy — the  plays 
develop  their  own  thematic 
connection  of  life,  death,  and 
after-life. 

The  history  play  presents 
the  life  of  Columbus.  Written 
by  FSC  president,  Dr.  Michael 
Riccards,  "Admiral  of  the  Ocean 
Sea"  dramatizes  conflicts 
common  to  all  lives — the  ideals 
and  values  we  sacrifice  in  the 
pursuit  of  worth  while  goals.  Or 
to  quote  the  Bard  himself,  "What 
win  I  if  I  gain  the  thing  I  seek?" 
Riccards'  play  focuses  on  the 
tension  between  Columbus  as  a 
discoverer  and  his  legacy  as  an 
enslaver  of  nations. 

The  comedy  is  Woody 
Allen's  "Death  Knocks." 
Presenting  Death  as  an 
incompetent  bungler  who  plays 
gin-rummy  for  a  day's  extension 
on  his  latest  victim's  life,  Allen 
shows  the  early  comedic  genius 
that  made  his  name  a  by-word 
for  satiric  invetion. 

The  final  play  of  the  trilogy 
is  Jean-Paul  Sartre's  "No  Exit," 
depicting  life  in  hell  as  never 
imagined  by  Matt  Groening. 
Merging  issues  of  sexuality, 
cowardice,  and  the  entire 
spectrum  of  human  experience, 
Sartre  brings  his  characters,  and 
the  audience,  to  the  inescapable 
and  tragic  conclusion  that,  "Hell 
is  other  people." 

As  scripted,  the  Allen  play 


ends  too  soon,  and  too  abruptly. 
The  audience  wants  more — 
which  may  or  may  not  be  a 
thematic  joke,  re:  life  and  death. 

The  Sartre  play  is  likewise 
structurally  integral  to  his 
material.  Paralleling  his 
existential  vision  of  life,  the 
after-life  is  an  eternity  of  tedium. 
The  play's  limited  opportunities 
for  blocking,  and  long, 
uninterrupted  monologues  make 
it  a  most  difficult  piece  to  render 
dramatically. 

Riccards'  play  fares  well  in 
contrast  with  these  two  literary 
heavyweights.  The  script  is 
written  in  blank  verse  and  many 
passages  flow  with  poetic  power. 
"We  had  to  shorten  it  here  and 
there  so  that  it  didn't  overwhelm 
the  other  two  plays,"  said 
director  Tony  Markham,  "but  we 
tried  to  preserve  the  beauty  of 
the  original."  Still,  the  three 
plays  together  made  for  a  long 
evening.  Unlike  much  of  the 
pre-digested  Hollywood 
pabulum,  running  at  the  local 
cine-plex,  the  Falcon  Players' 
productions  challenge  their 
audiences  to  think. 

Interview 

"I'm  Not  A  Theater  Person" 
by  Joanna  Karamanos 

This  is  Sean  Jamison's 
definitive  statement  as  he 
discusses  his  directorial  debut  in 
the  production  of  Jean  Paul 
Sartre's  "No  Exit." 

Sean,  an  English 
major,  says  he  has  wanted  to  do 
this  particular  drama  since  he 
first  read  it.  After  five  weeks  of 
long  rehearsal  hours,  he  now 
realizes  that  putting  on  a  play  is 
"a  lot  of  hard  work,  but  very 
gratifying." 

How  do  you  feel  about  this 
particular  production  ? 

I  think  it  could  have  gone  a 
lot  smoother." 

Do  you  think  the  fact  that  you 
jumped  aboard  so  late  in  the 
semester  had  something  to  do 


with  that? 

Partially.  Time  did  have 
something  to  do  with  it,  but  I 
also  think  it's  because  a  lot  of 
the  times  when  we  hit  snags,  I'd 
get  discouraged." 

What  about  your  co- 
director?  How  do  you  think 
she's  influenced  the  show? 

Her  input  is  good. 
I  don't  think  the  play  would  be 
nearly  half  as  good  without  it." 
Have  there  been  any 
problems  between  the  two  of 
you? 

"Not  concerning  the  show, 
no.  Although  I  do  think  my  co 
talks  about  the  show  too  much 
when  we're  not  working  on  it. 
Sometimes  it  annoys  me. 
Theater  is  her  main  drive.  She 
has  an  interest  in  theater  that  I 
don't.  Unfortunately,  she  wants 
to  share  that  interest  with  me  a 
little  too  much."  . 

Touche.  But  have  you 
noticed  that  during  rehearsal 
we  hardly  ever  disagree,  even 
though  we  haven't  really 
discussed  it  beforehand?  Why 
do  you  think  this  is? 

Well,  I  don't  think  it's 
because  we  think  alike..." 

'Cause  we  don't. 

Right.  I  think  that  partially 
I  instilled  my  original  vision  in 
you,  but  it  has  to  do  more  with 
the  play  itself  and  how  it  carries 
you  along.  It's  just  that  sort  of 
play." 

All  in  all,  do  you  think  it's 
been  fun? 

Yes  and  no.  There  are  some 
nights  when  I  really  don't  want 
to  be  there,  and  then  there  are 
nights  when  it's  a  lot  of  fun." 
Like  tonight's  rehearsal? 
Yes,  tonight  went  very  well. 
I  was  very  excited  about  it." 

Didn  't  it  make  you  feel  like  a 
"theater  person  "  ? 

"No.  I  am  never  a  'theater 
person.'  Not  by  any  stretch  of 
the  imagination.  Not  like  you. 
You  were  such  a  'theater 
person'  tonight!" 

All  right,  all  right... To  each 
his  own.    Now  tell  me,  would 


Falcon  Players 


you  do  it  again? 

Directing?  No,  I  don't  think 
so.  I'd  either  have  to  be  out  of 
college,  or  have  a  much  lighter 
class  load  because  it  really  does 
interfere  with  your 
schoolwork." 

What  about  acting? 
"Yeah,  I'd  act  again,  even 
though  I  don't  think  I'm  the 
world's  greatest  actor.  But  we'll 
see  what  happens." 

Where  do  you  see  yourself  20 
years  from  now? 

"In  Ireland.  Doing  what,  I 
don't  know.  I  think  there's  a 
great  difference  between  a 
person's  goals  and  where  they'll 
actually  end  up.  I  have  specific 
goals  set  for  myself,  but  I  don't 
know  if  I'll  actually  reach 
them." 

Would  you  care  to  elaborate 
on  what  those  are? 

"I'd  like  to  be  a  college 
professor,  actually,  and  maybe 
do  something  creative  on  the 
side,  like  writing  poetry." 

Interesting... Now,  some 
people  call  you  FSC 's  "Resident 
Existentialist."  What's  your 
opinion  on  this? 

I  don't  know.  I  mean,  I  am 
an  Existentialist  and  I  probably 
know    a    lot    more    about 


photo  by  Jen  Ridly 

Existentialism  than  most  of  the 
students  here  and  probably  some 
of  the  faculty,  but  the  term  is 
almost  mocking.  The  phrase 
was  originally  coined  by  Dr. 
Chisunka,  who  meant  it  in  an 
endearing  way,  but  it's 
developed-mocking  to  new 
among  certain  circles  that  I  don't 
like." 

But  as  an  Existentialist,  what 
would  you  say  is  the  most 
important  aspect  or  theme  of 
"No  Exit"? 

"Responsibility.  The  fact  that 
people  create  their  own  Hell  and 
have  to  deal  with  it." 

What  do  you  think  Sartre 
would  say  if  he  could  see  this 
production? 

I  have  no  idea.  I  don't  know 
how  high  his  expectations  would 
be.  We're  a  bunch  of  novices, 
so..." 

Is  there  anythig  you  'd  like  to 
tell  audiences  who  saw  the 
production? 

I  really  think  it's  the  best 
thing  The  Falcon  Players  have 
done,  and  is  the  kind  of  play  we 
should  be  doing  more  often,  so  I 
hope  audiences  will  respond  in 
kind." 

In  other  words,  hope  you 
enjoyed  the  show... 
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DAKA  from  page  1 


Lunenburg  band  takes  you  for  a  ride 


each  restaurant  gets  inspected 
every  six  months  so  we  looked 
at  the  inspection  reports  for  each 
of  the  college  eateries  over  the 
last  two  years.  Even  then  were 
there  only  a  few  serious 
violations  that  dealt  with  food 
storage,  inaccurate  refrigerator 
temperatures,  and  more  facility 
problems.  In  fact,  the  only 
serious  sanitary  violation  was 
recorded  in  1994  when  the 
Health  Inspector  observed  one 
special  needs  employee  leaving 
the  bathroom  without  washing 
his  hands. 

City  Health  Inspector  Patrick 
Metier  said  typically  DAKA  is 
prompt  about  issuing 
compliance  letters  which  tell  the 
inspector  what  was  done  to 
remedy  each  violation. 

Passing  the  inspections  is 
important  to  all  DAKA 
managers  who  must  undergo 
training  in  a  sanitation 
certification  course.  DAKA 
General  Manager  Hamid 
Raisdanaee  said  DAKA 
managers  conduct  their  own 
inspection  they  call  the 
"Standards  of  Excellence" 
which  checks  for  appropriate 
sanitary  conditions,  cooking 
techniques,  food  storage,  and 
food  temperatures.  All 
employees  are  also  required  to 
attend  monthly  meetings  which 
focus  on  sanitation,  safety,  and 
food  service. 

That  doesn't  mean  that  food 
born  illness  can't  strike.  In  the 
last  six  months,  one  student  has 
alleged  she  got  sick  while  eating 


at  DAKA.  Raisdanaee  said  he 
responds  to  complaints  swiftly. 
"I'm  very  strict  about  that,"  he 
said.  "It  almost  becomes  a 
personal  issue  with  me.  I  am  not 
doing  my  job  if  there  is 
something  wrong  with  the 
food." 

First,  they  take  information 
about  the  complaint  from  the 
guest  including  what  kind  of 
food  they  ate.  Then  they  remove 
all  that  food  from  the  line,  isolate 
it,  and  contact  a  research 
laboratory  to  do  tests  on  the  food 
to  find  out  if  there  is  a  serious 
problem. 

In  the  one  complaint  alleged 
this  year,  Raisdanaee  said  the 
student  waited  five  days  to 
report  her  illness.  By  then,  all 
of  the  food  she  said  made  her 
sick  had  either  been  used  or 
destroyed  so  none  of  it  could  be 
sent  to  the  lab  for  tests. 

If  you  think  you  got  a  food 
illness  from  eating  at  DAKA,  it's 
important  that  you  notify  them 
right  away.  They  prepare  food 
in  portions  of  at  least  two 
hundred  so  that  means  you 
probably  aren't  the  only  one 
affected. 

You  should  also  go  to  Health 
Services  or  see  a  family  doctor. 
Food  born  illness  can  be  deadly 
if  untreated,  and  that's  why  it's 
also  important  to  contact 
Fitchburg's  Inspectional 
Services  department.  They  can 
conduct  a  thorough  investigation 
and  inspection  of  the 
establishment  you  suspect  gave 
you  food  poisoning. 


The  Strobe  would  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  the  following  for 

their  assistance  and 

cooperation  throughout 

the  year: 

President  Riccards 

Michael  Shanley,  Public 

Relations 

Anne  Coyne,  VP  of 

Student  Affairs 

Chief  Cunningham,  Public 

Safety 

Michael  Rivard,  Treasurer 

Zachary  Darrow,  SGA 

President 

Dr.  Tony  Markham,  Strobe 

Faculty  Advisor 


By  Derek  Valcourt 
Strobe  Reporter 

"This  disc  is  a  guided  tour 
through  another  world.  Float 
along,  it's  quite  a  ride."  So  say 
the  four  band  members  of 
Thingummy,  a  Lunenburg 
teenage  band  making  big  waves 
in  the  New  England  area. 

Band  members  Billy,  Matt, 
Aramm,  and  Lex  made  their 
debut  in  1 992  performing  at  area 
clubs  at  the  ripe  age  of  fourteen. 
"It's  been  a  ride  uphill  from 
there,"  said  Promotions 
Manager  Zachery  Nadilie,  who 
added  that  the  band  is  now 
preparing  for  an  East  Coast  tour. 

Their  debut  album  "Red"  is 
a  five  song  CD  that  "crashes 
through  a  wide  spectrum  of 
sonic  landscapes."  Mildly 
dissonant  vocals,  extended 
instramental  segments,  and  and 
echoey  guitar  combine  to  create 


the  constantly  changing  mood 
of  the  album. 

The  title  track  brings  the 
album  to  its  emotional  climax 
with  lyrics  that  point  to  how  it 
feels  to  live  in  a  world  of 
temporality  and  change.  All 
five  pumping  tracks  prove  that 
area  musicians  can  do  it  as  well, 


if  not  better,  than  national 
recording  artists. 

"Red"  can  be  found  at  all 
Strawberries  and  Newburry 
Comics  locations.  Expect 
Boston,  Worcester,  Amherst,,  and 
Providence  tour  dates  this 
summer. 


Policies 

continued  from  page  3 

Serious  accidents  at  the 
college,  including  one  which 
nearly  paralyzed  the  SGA  vice- 
president,  has  given  noble 
administrators  the  idea  to 
forbid  rollerblades.  I  don't  see 
a  bicycle  ban  in  the  handbook, 
and  we're  allowed  cars  on- 
campus.  Legal  recreational 
activities  should  be  an  option 
for  FSC  students — not 
forbidden. 

The  Good  Neighbor  Policy. 
Becoming  a  member  of  the 
college  gives  you  a  whole  new 
set  of  highly  questionable  rules 
you  now  have  to  follow.  Read 
the  student  handbook  for 
specifics,  but  in  general,  the 
rule  says  you  can  be  punished 
for  doing  anything  that  might 
reflect  badly  on  the  college  just 
because  of  the  fact  that  you're 
a  member.  If  you're  making  a 
fool  out  of  yourself  in  public, 
you're  not  hurting  yourself, 
you're  hurting  the  college. 

Academic  Advising. 
Everyone  and  their  mother  has 
written  about  it  or  asked  me  to 
write  about  it,  and  I  still  hear 
the  same  horror  stories  year 


after  year:  students  who  have 
advisors  that  just  don't  seem  to 
know  anything,  students  missing 
credits  who  are  never  notified 
until  graduation  time,  and 
students  who  were  advised  to 
take  classes  that  wouldn't  even 
fulfill  basic  graduation 
requirements.  Something  seems 
wrong. 

Weekends  at  the  Campus 
Center.  It's  either  closed  or 
really  boring.  One  time  events 
and  activities  won't  do  it.  The 
building  needs  to  be  open 
longer — the  entire  building; 
from  the  game  room  to  the 
commuter's  cafe  to  the  library  to 
the  pub. 

Overpricing  of  the  dormitory 
damage  charges.  This  is  the 
grossest  way  I've  seen  the 
college  take  advantage  of 
students  in  my  four  years  here. 
Students  are  charged  for  marks 
on  walls  which  are  then  never 
repainted  and  destroyed 
furniture  which  is  rarely 
replaced.  On  top  of  that,  I've 
seen  charges  as  ridiculous  as  $  14 
to  pick-up  a  cigarette  butt.  lean 
understand  wanting  to  deter 
students  from  damages  but 


couldn't  you  send  them  to  the 
judicial  system  for  ruining 
college  property  instead  of 
robbing  them  blind.  Boy  if  I 
had  another  semester  at  The 
Strobe  I  would  conduct  a 
thorough  investigation  and 
audit  of  residence  hall  damage 
charges  and  compare  them 
with  a  list  of  "improvements" 
made  to  each  of  the  dorms. 
Can't  you  hear  their  stomachs 
turning  now? 

I  don't  think  these  are 
impractical  either.  I  do, 
however,  think  they're 
necessary.  Admissions 
administrators  know  every 
disadvantage  working  against 
them  at  recruitment  time  and 
each  year  they  seem  to  tackle 
a  new  one  to  help  entice  fresh 
meat.  They  know  keeping  the 
students  here  is  a  huge 
problem.  I'm  a  pretty  common 
sense  kind  of  guy.  I  think  a 
whole  lot  of  little  things  add  up 
to  one  really  huge  thing  and 
that's  why  I  think  make  policy 
changes  like  these  (get  ready 
for  a  really  bad  cliche)  would 
make  life  a  little  more  pleasant 
at  FSC. 
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Freshman  English  I  &  II $261.00*. 

Introduction  to  Sociology $261.00* 

Introduction  to  Psychology $261.00* 

Calculus  I  &  II , $346.00* 

College  Chemistry  I  &  II ; $426.00* 

Statistics $346.00* 


Add  to  your  course  credits  for  1/2  the  cost.  Take  course^  while 
you  re  home  for  the  summer  at  Mass  Day  Community  College! 


Massachusetts  Bay  Community  College 

Wellesley  Hills  Campus: 

50  Oakland  Street  •  Wellesley  Hills  MA  •  02161 

Framingham  Campus: 

19  Flagg  Drive  •  Framingham  MA  •  01701 

Info:  617239.2500 

E-mail:  mbccinfo(^mbcc.mass.edu 


Costs  listed  are  valid  for  Massachusetts  residents  for  Summer  Sessions  1996.  Call  for  more  information  on  non-resident  tuition  rates. 
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Softball  falls  short 


by  Brian  Lamy 
Sports  Editor 


After  being  snowed  out  last 
week  the  Lady  Falcons  faced 
Plymouth  State  in  a  rescheduled 
double  header  last  Friday 
afternoon.  Plymouth  downed 
Fitchburg  in  both  games  by 
scores  of  1 1  -0  and  4-2,  dropping 
the  Lady  Falcons'  record  to  3-9. 

The  Lady  Falcons  began  the 
first  game  with  Beth  Poitras  on 
the  mound.  However,  errors 
seemed  to  plague  the  Lady 
Falcons  as  Plymouth  State  took 
them  for  a  ride,  scoring  five  runs 
in  the  first  inning  alone.  Rachel 
Allen  put  an  end  to  the  inning 
with  a  diving  tag  at  third. 

Plymouth  scored  two  more  in 
the  second.  After  Jen  Arrajj 
singled  to  second  and  Jeanne 
Zuercher  doubled  to  right  center, 
Tricia  Nicholson  singled  to  left, 
driving  in  Arrajj,  making  the 
score  6-0.  The  next  run  came 
off  a  passed  ball  at  third  base 
which  sent  Zuercher  home  to 
make  the  score  7-0. 

Dianne  Horwath  led  the  order 
in  the  third  and  nearly  had  an  in- 
the-park  home  run,  but  was 
tagged  out  sliding  into  home. 
The  next  two  Falcon  batters 
grounded  out,  ending  the  top  of 
the  third  one,  two,  three. 

Plymouth  scored  one  more 
run  in  the  third.  Karen  Carpenter 
singled  to  left,  but  managed  to 
get  to  third  base  off  of  passed 
balls.  Carpenter  was  then 
knocked  in  when  Arrajj  singled 
to  third,  making  the  score  8-0. 


The  fourth  inning  also  went 
one,  two,  three  for  the  Lady 
Falcons,  but  Plymouth  scored 
their  ninth  and  tenth  runs.  With 
two  outs  and  runners  on  first  and 
third,  Hannah  Lyford  singled  to 
short  to  drive  the  run  in.  The 
runners  then  advanced  to  second 
and  third  on  a  passed  pitch.  The 
runner  on  third  then  came  in  off 
a  passed  ball  at  third  to  score 
Plymouth's  tenth  run. 

Plymouth  scored  its  last  run 
of  the  game  in  the  bottom  of  the 
fifth  when  Nicholson  made  a 
sacrifice  fly  to  left  to  bring  home 
Zuercher.  This  last  run  made  the 
score  final  at  11-0. 

The  Lady  Falcons  managed  to 
do  better  in  the  second,  but  were 
not  able  to  hold  on  to  record  the 
win.  Sarah  Valley  took  to  the 
mound  for  the  second  game  and 
the  team  showed  signs  of  settling 
by  with  a  one,  two,  three  inning. 
When  the  Falcons  got  up  to  bat 
in  the  first  they  took  an  early  two 
point  lead.  After  Kathy  Herriott 
popped  up  safely  to  left  and 
Horwath  got  a  stand  up  double, 
Allen  knocked  them  in  with  a 
single.  This  made  the  score  2-0. 
It  was  all  defense  until  the 
fourth  inning  when  Plymouth 
scored  their  first  run.  Lyford 
sent  Zuercher  home  with  a 
single  to  left  field.  This  run 
made  the  score  2-1,  but 
Plymouth  was  just  getting 
started.  They  managed  to  score 
two  more  in  the  next  inning. 
With  a  runner  on  first,  Arrajj 
singled  to  short,  and  then 
because  of  an  error  at  second,  the 


runners  advanced  and  a  run 
scored  which  brought  the  score 
to  2-2.  Arrajj  was  then  knocked 
home  when  Zuercher  grounded 
out,  bringing  the  score  to  3-2. 

The  Lady  Falcons  nearly 
scored  again  in  the  fifth.  With 
runners  on  second  and  third 
Herriott  tried  a  squeeze  play 
bunt.  Herriot  was  thrown  out  at 
first  and  Tarra  Martinez  was 
thrown  out  at  home.  This  was 
as  close  as  the  Lady  Falcons 
came  to  Plymouth  for  the 
remainder  of  the  game.  The 
game  ended  with  a  score  of  4-2 
and  Plymouth  had  an  enjoyable 
ride  home  knowing  that  they  had 
just  ended  their  ten  game  losing 
streak. 

We're  a  very  young  team," 
said  coach  Lisa-Ann  Wallace. 
We're  lacking  a  lot  of  game 
experience  and  that  is  something 
that  we  need  to  work  on." 

The  Lady  Falcons  also  played 
a  double  header  in  Westfield  on 
Saturday  in  which  they  lost  the 
first  game  10-0  and  the  second 
by  a  small  margin  4-3.  Westfield 
is  now  7-1  in  the  MASCA  while 
the  Lady  Falcons  are  0-6. 

They  Lady  Falcons  will  play 
again  today  at  Elms  College 
where  they  hope  to  improve  their 
record.  They  will  also  host  a 
double  header  Saturday  against 
Framingham  State  and  another 
make-up  double  header  Sunday 
afternoon  at  Bridgewater  State. 

Brian  Lamy  is  a  Communiations 
Media  Graphic  Design  Major 
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Men's  Track 

'"'  TheTKchburg  State  men's  track  and  field  team  traveled 
to  Westfield  State  last  Saturday  to  participate  in  the 
MASC  AC  Championship  Meet.  While  at  the  meet  the  team 
placed  third  with  38  points.  The  results  are  as  follows. 

Jou  Joute  Jude  placed  third  in  the  1Q0  meters  with  a 
time  of  11.83  seconds. 

Eric  Nolan  placed  second  in  the  400  meters  with  a  time 
51.12  seconds. 

The  4x100  meters  relay  team  placed  third  with  a  time 
of  44.84  seconds. 

The  4x400  meters  relay  team  placed  third  with  a  3 :43.02 

Chris  Coutu  placed  second  in  the  pole  vault  with  a  spring 
of  1 1  feet.  He  also  placed  first  in  the  javelin  throw  with  a 
toss  of  171  feet  4  inches. 


The  Strobe  would  like  to 
give  a  special  thanks  to 
David  Marsh,  the  Athletic 
Information  Director  for 
his  help  with  the  sports 
section  this  year. 


Hotlines 


The  following  is  a  list  of  24  hour  hotlines  that  are  run 
either  by  the  government  or  non-profit  agencies  with  the 
hope  of  helping  those  who  are  in  need: 

ALCOHOL 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 

Boston 617-426-9444 

Leominster. 534-3080 

Alcohol  Detoxification 

Leominster 537-6446 

Counseling 537-8278 

Alcohol  and  Drug  Hotline....  1-880-327-5050 

National  Alcohol  Hotline 1-800-551-2021 


SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 

National  Institute  on 

Drug  Abuse  Treatment 1-800-662-HELP 

Center  For  Substance 

Abuse  Treatment 1-800-729-6686 

National  Cocaine  Hotline 1-800-COCAINE 

SEXUAL  ASSAULT 

Rape  Hotline 1-800-542-5212 

SUICIDE 

Samaritans 508-688-6607 

EATING  DISORDERS 

Food  Addiction  Hotline 1-800-872-0088 
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Dr.  Jeckle  and  Mr.  Hyde  double-header 


by  Brian  Lamy 
Sports  Editor 


It  was  a  case  of  Dr. Jekyll  and 
Mr.  Hyde  last  Thursday  when 
the  Fitchburg  State  Falcons  took 
on  the  Plymouth  State  Panthers 
in  a  make-up  double  header.  The 
Falcons  played  strongly  in  the 
first  game,  winning  it  in  the 
eleventh  inning  3-2.  However, 
some  sort  of  transformation  took 
place  between  the  games.  The 
fiery  Falcons  of  the  first  game 
were  replaced  by  a  more  mellow 
version  of  themselves  in  the 
second.  Plymouth  State  took 
advantage  of  this,  winning  the 
second  game  11-3. 

A  tremendous  effort  was  put 
forth  by  everyone  in  the  first 
game,  but  Zach  Lambert  was  the 
hero  ending  the  game  in  the 
fourth  extra  inning  when  he 
knocked  in  the  game  winning 
run  on  third.  The  intensity  that 
the  Falcons  played  with  in  those 
extra  innings  quickly  diminished 
during  the  intermission  and  the 
Panthers  came  out  strong  for  the 
second  game. 

Mike  Whiting  started  things 
off  on  the  mound  for  Fitchburg, 
but  he  ran  into  some  problems 
in  the  second  inning.  With 
runners  on  first  and  second, 
Plymouth  State's  Brian  Hayes 


bounced  a  drive  over  the  fence 
into  center  field  for  an  automatic 
double  which  made  the  score  1- 
0.  Ben  Doubois  was  the  next 
batter  up  and  he  bunted  out  to 
first,  but  the  runner  on  first  made 
it  home,  bringing  the  score  to  2- 
0.  Later  in  the  inning,  with  the 
bases  loaded,  Josh  Norse  hit  a 
double  to  left  center,  making  the 
score  4-0.  Tom  Levett  then 
came  in  to  pitch  for  Fitchburg. 
Placed  in  a  bad  situation,  he  did 
the  best  he  could  and  made  it  out 
of  the  inning  after  walking  in  a 
run  to  make  the  score  5-0. 

Norse  poured  more  salt  on 
the  wounds  in  the  third  inning. 
With  runners  on  first  and  second 
he  smacked  the  ball  over  the 
fence  in  deep  center  to  bring  in 
three  more  runs.  This  made  the 
score  8-0. 

In  the  fourth,  Brian  Galpin 
came  in  to  relieve  Levett,  but  the 
Panthers  scored  two  more  runs 
off  of  him  too.  Jim  Freda 
knocked  in  run  number  nine 
when  he  hit  a  double  to  right. 
Tony  Pasquarosa  swung  the  bat 
next  and  hit  a  triple  to  right.  This 
made  the  score  10-0. 

The  Falcons  managed  to  get 
some  offense  started  in  the 
fourth  after  Jason  Lewis  sat  them 
down,  one,  two,  three  through 
the  first  3  innings.   Todd  Price 


Women's 
Track  Results 


Last  Saturday  the  Fitchburg  State  women's  track  team 
participated  in  the  in  the  MASCAC  championship  where 
they  won  first  place  to  become  the  MASCAC  Champions 
with  80  points  on  the  day.  The  results  are  as  follows. 

Wendy  Gagliani  placed  first  in  the  100  meters,  200 
meters,  100  meter  hurdles,  and  the  long  jump.  She  ran  times 
of  12.65,  26.43,  and  15.09seconds.  Her  leap  in  the  long 
jump  was  17  feet  3.5  inches.  She  also  placed  sein  the  high 
jump  with  a  leap  of  5  feet  and  second  in  the  triple-jump 
with  a  leap  of  34  feet  linches. 

Katie  Brace  placed  first  in  the  400  meters  with  a  time  of 
59.93  seconds.  She  also  placed  first  in  the  800  meters 
with  a  time  of  2:35.86.  Brace  placed  second  in  the  200 
meters  too,  with  a  time  of  27.29  seconds. 

Maryann  Barrett  placed  second  in  the  400  meters  with  a 
time  of  1 :02.50.  She  also  placed  third  in  the  triple  jump 
with  a  leap  of  33  feet  3.75  inches.  Barrett  also  placed  second 
in  the  400  meter  hurdles  with  a  time  of  1:15.35. 

Laurie  Pouliot  placed  first  in  the  10000  yards  with  a 
time  of  43:48.37. 

Lori  Quin  placed  third  in  the  1500  meters  with  a  time  of 
5:5 1.07.  She  also  placed  second  in  the  5000  meters  with  a 
time  of  21:47.07. 

Sandra  Ruddock  placed  second  in  the  1500  meters  with 
a  time  of  5:46.51.  She  also  placed  first  in  the  high  jump 
with  a  leap  of  5  feet,  2  inches. 

The  4x  100  meters  relay  team  took  first  place  with  a  time 
of  51.48  seconds. 


James  Ingram  steps  up  to  the  plate 

got  the  Falcons  on  the  board 
when  he  hit  a  double  to  left 
center  that  knocked  in  Lambert 
,  making  the  score  10-1.  Victor 
Rajas  then  sent  Price  home 
when  he  grounded  out  to 
second. 

The  Falcons  scored  their  last 
run  of  the  game,  just  before 
Plymouth's  pitching  change  in 


the  sixth  when  Steve  Baldassare 
singled  to  send  Pat  Mullane 
home,  making  the  score  10-3. 
Plymouth  went  on  to  add 
another  run  to  their  score  in  the 
seventh  and  ended  the  game  11- 
3. 

The  Falcons  also  played  a 
doble  header  at  North  Adams 
last  Saturday  where  they  lost 


Photo  by  Rebecca  Kiley 

both  games  11-0  and  5-5. 

They  will  play  again  today  at 
3:30  against  Gordon.  They  will 
also  host  a  double  header  against 
Framingham  on  Saturday  at 
1:00. 

Brian  Lamy  is  a  Junior 
Communications/Media, 
Graphic  Design  Major. 


Patriots  drop  Christian  Peter 


by  Anthony  Greene 
Correspondent 


The  New  England  Patriots 
made  a  huge  mistake  in  this 
year's  NFL  draft,  by  selecting 
alleged  sex  offender  and  all 
around  thug,  Christian  Peter. 
He  was  then  released  three  days 
later  due  to  media  pressure  and 
"incompatibility  with  team 
standards,"  said  Patriots 
personnel  director  Bobby  Grier. 
Peter,  a  6'3"  304  pound 
defensive  player  from 
Nebraska,  was  selected  in  the 
fifth  round  of  the  draft,  the 
149th  player  overall.  His 
success  on  the  field  is  far 
overshadowed  by  his  criminal 
behavior  off  the  field.  Peter  has 
just  completed  an  18  month 
probation  for  the  third  degree 


sexual  assault  of  Natalie 
Kuijvenhoven,  a  former  Miss 
Nebraska,  but  his  record  does 
not  stop  there.  He  has  been 
convicted  of  disturbing  the 
peace  (in  which  he  physically 
assaulted  a  woman),  has  been 
brought  up  on  rape  charges, 
arrested  for  trespassing, 
urinating  in  public,  and 
threatening  the  life  of  a  parking 
attendant. 

The  irony  is  that  the  Patriots 
eliminated  Peter's  teammate 
Lawrence  Phillips  from  their  list 
of  perspective  draftees  due  to  his 
assault  of  an  ex-girlfriend.  How 
did  Peter's  past  slip  by? 
"Unfortunately  we  did  not  have 
information  regarding  Christian 
Peter's  record  at  the  time  we 
made  our  draft  selection,"  said 
Grier.   Yet,  Peter  was  featured 


last  season  on  CBS  television's 
"60  Minutes"  along  with  other 
Nebraska  football 

troublemakers. 

It  is  sad  to  think  that  a  person 
like  Peter  was  even  selected  by 
the  Patriots.  It  shows  a  lack  of 
responsible  judgment  that  a 
criminal  who  beats  on  women 
would  even  be  considered  for 
professional  sports.  His  actions 
along  with  his  teammate 
Phillips'  and  dubious  others, 
represent  a  perverted  concept 
that  violence  against  women  is 
acceptable.  It  is  an  unfortunate 
and  disturbing  notion  that  in 
today's  day  and  age  winning  is 
more  important  than  decency. 
Anthony  Greene  is  a 
Communications/Media, 
Graphic  Design  Major 


Athlete  of  the  week 


by  Brian  Lamy 
Sports  Editor 


The  Fitchburg  State  Athlete 
of  the  Week  for  the  week  of 
April  29,  1996  is  Wendy 
Gagliani  of  the  women's  track 
and  field  team.  Last  week 
Gagliani  helped  her  team  to 
clinch  the  MASCAC 
Championship  out  at  Westfield 
State  College. 

At  the  championship  meet 
Gagliani  earned  three  first  place 
finishes  and  two  second  place 
finishes.  Her  three  first  place 
finishes  all  set  new  meet 
records. 


She  placed  first  in  the  100 
meters  with  a  time  of  12.65 
seconds,  first  in  the  200  meters 
with  a  time  of  26.43  seconds, 
and  first  in  the  100  meter  hurdles 
with  a  time  of  15.09  seconds. 
Her  second  place  finishes  were 
in  the  high  jump  and  the  triple 
jump.  In  the  high  jump  she  leapt 
5  feet  and  in  the  triple  jump  she 
leapt  34  feet,  1  inch. 

Earlier  this  season  Gagliani 
qualified  for  the  NCAA  Division 
III  Championship  meet  to  be 
held  May  22-25.  Where  she  will 
compete  in  the  heptathlon..  She 
made  it  to  the  NCAA's  last  year 


where  she  placed  third  in  the 
heptathlon,  but  this  year  may  be 
tougher. 

With  experience  like  her's, 
Gagliani  is  sure  to  do  well  for 
the  remainder  of  the  season  and 
the  NCAA's 


